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ANALYSIS 


CHAPTER  I.  FACTS  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  MOHAMMED  WHICH  MIGHT 
BE  CITED  AS  INDICATING  THAT  HE  WAS  A MES- 
SENGER OF  TRUTH  TO  HIS  PEOPLE. 


(1)  The  Prophet  denounced  the  false  notions,  which 
hjfs  countrymen  entertained  about  the  divine  being,  and 
their  system  of  superstitions  ceremonies.  Denounced 
idolatry  and  emphas izeJL  unity  of  God  over  against  poly- 
theism. His  religion  something  strikingly  new  and 
original.  True  religion  that  of  the  founder  of  the 
community,  Abraham. 

(2)  He  was  a messenger  of  truth  in  so  far  as  amel- 
iorated  the  social  evils  of  his  countrymen.  Mohammed 
destroyed  the  fierce  laws  of  the  blood  feud  among  his 
countrymen  and  substituted  for  it  an  orderly  government. 

(3)  He  also  swept  away  the  inhuman  practice  of  in- 
fanticide. The  prophet  took  the  political  and  religious 
institutions  as  he  found  them  and  strove  to  eradicate 
what  was  bad  and  develop^ what  was  good  in  them.  Hence 
the  prophet  appeared  in  the  first  of  hi3  career,  not  a 

self-seeker  nor  an  insincere  imposter.  £hat  he  did 

■fat  . *<rz>4 

and  witness  of  men  whom  he  called  about  him  a proof  that 

N A 

the  man  was  honest  and  real. 
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CHAPTER  II,  FACTS  IN  MOHAMMED'S  LIFE  WHICH  MIGHT  BE 
CITED  FOR  A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

(1)  The  forging  of  divine  inspiration  to  serve  his 
own  ignoble  and  selfish  purposes.  His  impulses  seem 
to  have  later  become  tinged  with  things  of  world.  The 
forbearance  of  early  years  abandoned  and  succeeded  by 
acts  of  vindictive  revenge,  rapine  and  lust.  As  his 
power  grew  his  character  seemed  to  suffer:  he  became 
cruel  and  treacherous.  Justifies  all  this  by  inspir- 
ation from  heaven:  and  uses  most  holy  name  on  most 
trivial,  as  on  gravest  matters. 

(2)  The  use  of  the  sword  to  propagate  his  religion. 
Often  engaged  in  warfare:  and  sought  by  force  to  gain 

the  mastery  for  himself  and  his  religion.  Extermination 
of  a Jewish  tribe.  Approved  of  assassinations  when  it 
furthered  his  cause. 

(3)  His  views  on  marriage  go  against  the  prophet,  as 
a messenger  of  truth  to  his  people.  The  position  of 
women  in  the  Moslem  world  largely  due  to  attitude  of 
Mohammed  himself.  Claims  the  sanction  of  divine  rev- 
elation for  unlimited  license  for  himself  in  the  mat- 
ter of  wives,  Take^wife  of  his  adopted  son,  Zaid. 

Takes  into  his  harem  the  Coptic  slave  girl,  Mary. 

Also  the  Jewess  Sofia.  Discount  placed  upon  women  and 
birth  of  a little^gi^e  a bad  beginning  in  carrying  out 
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of  the  Prophet's  principle,  'Respect  women.'  Early 
marriages  an  injustice  to  women.  Ayesha  a child  of 
seven  years  when  prophet  espoused  her. 

CHAPTER  III.  FEATURES  IN  THE  KORAN  WHICH  COULD  BE 

CITED  IN  FAVOUR  OF  HIS  PROPHETICAL 
VOCATION. 

(1)  The  prophet  exhorts  men  to  pray,  and  gives  a 
prayer  to  his  followers  for  divine  guidance;  this  pray- 
er to  be  repeated  frequently. 

(2)  He  urges  on  his  followers  the  duty  of  helping 
the  poor:  they  should  relieve  the  needy  traveller. 
Justice  to  the  orphan  is  insisted  on  in  several  pas- 
sages of  the  Koran. 

(3)  Believers  not  to  be  unequally  yoked  together 
with  unbelievers  and  indolators.  Warned  against  in- 
fidelity and  sin... To  abhor  idolatry  but  worship  the 
only  true  God.  Idols  repudiated. 

(4)  Teaches  the  existence  of  no  other  God  but  Allah. 

Other  gods  held  position  of  j inns  and  devils  strictly 
created  beings:  God, "the  living,  self-subs idtent . 

Stress  on  the  Unity  of  God. 

(5)  Mohammed's  early  preaching  abounds  in  splendid 
ascriptions  of  praise  and  glory  to  God,  entolli ng  his 
boundless,  unutterable  majesty  and  perfection. 
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CHAPTER  IV.  FEATURES  IN  THE  KORAN  WHICH  COULD  BE  CITED 
FOR  A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

(1)  The  Koran  emphatically  sanctions  wbt  on  the  infi- 
dels and  unbelievers.  Terror  to  be  dealt  out  to  the 
unbelievers  and  infidels.  Koran  teaches  the  drawing  of 
the  sword  against  those  who  repel  or  ill-use  the  Moslems. 
Indiscriminate  language  is  used  against  the  unbelievers  in 
the  Koran . 

(2)  The  Koran  sanctions  the  wholesale  butchery  of  some 
of  those  tribes  which  were  forced  into  subjection.  The 
Jewish  tribe  under  Beni  Corilga  butchered  in  cold  blood. 
Assassination  sanctioned--the  barbarous  mutilation  of 
capt ives . 

(3)  The  Koran  gives  official  permission  to  cohabitation 
or  concubinage  with  female  slaves  whom  they  purchased  or 
captured  in  war. 

(4)  The  Koran  again  gives  sanction  to  Polygamy.  A 
Mohammedan  could  marry  to  the  extent  of  four  wives. 

(5)  Passages  forged  to  cover  up  Mohammed’s  scandals 
are  not  lacking  in  the  Koran.  A sura  is  made  to  cover 
up  the  scandal  regarding  Zeinah,  his  adopted  son's  wife. 
Legalizes  his  marriage  with  this  woman.  Another  chapter 
made  to  sanction  the  prophet's  marriage  to  the  Coptic 
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slave  girl,  Mary.  The  scandal  about  the  prophet's 
wife  Ayeshah.  The  prophet's  jealousy  of  his  wives 
occasions  another  sura. 


CHAPTER  V.  FEATURES  IN  THE  HISTORICAL  RECORD  OF  MO- 
HAMMEDANISM WHICH  ARE  COMPATIBLE  WITH  THE 
SUPPOSITION  THAT  MOHAMMED  WAS  AN  ENLIGHTENED 
TEACHER. 

(1)  The  prophet  brought  about  in  Arabia  before  his 

death  a united  nation.  Overthrew  the  old  system  of 

govenment  and  substituted  for  it  an  absolute  theocratic 

fa 

monarchy  himself  at  head.  Before  his  death  almost  all 
Arabia  had  submitted  to  him. 

(2)  Alongside  of  this  political  system  was  developed 
a religious  system.  There  grew  up  one  common  religion. 

(3)  The  introduction  into  Arab  society  of  a new  prin- 
ciple of  social  union,  in  the  brotherhood  of  Islam  weak- 
ened the  binding  force  of  the  old  tribal  ideal.  This 
obliterated  clan  distinctions,  and  helped  organization 
of  the  different  tribes. 

(4)  Mohammedanism  has  kept  the  sublime  truth  of  the 
unity  of  God  before  the  eyes  of  the  heathen  world. 

(5)  The  influence  of  the  devout  lives  of  some  of  the 
followers  of  Islam  another  praise-worthy  feature. 

(6)  The  prophet  sanctioned  the  national  prohibition 
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of  liquors.  Wine  of  all  kinds  strictly  forbidden  by 
the  Moslem  law.  Some  devout  Moslems  followed  his 
example . 

CHAPTER  VI.  FEATURES  WHICH  CARRY  A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

(1)  Methods  used  by  Mohammed  and  his  successors  in 
securing  converts.  (a)  Islam  propagated  by  the  sword. 
Mohammed  thought  it  is  right  to  demand  obedience  of  all. 

(b)  Islam  propagated  through  the  purchase  of  children. 

This  frequently  done  in  China.  (c)  The  forcible  seizure 
of  young  Christians,  whereby  the  Ottomans  made  up  their 
cohorts  of  janissaries. 

(2)  The  institution  of  polygamy  and  servile  concubinage 
which  the  prophet  founded  or  established.  Seclusion  of 
women  commanded  and  each  man  could  have  four  wives  and 
unlimited  slave-concubines.  The  fatal  facility  of  divorce 
and  re-marriage. 

(3)  Slavery  another  feature  that  may  be  brought  against 
Mohammed  and  his  successors.  The  prophet  did  not  denounce 
it.  Koran  sanctions  it.  Supply  of  slaves  obtained  thru 
wars  which  Mohammedans  made  continuously. 

CHAPTER  VII.  CONCLUSIONS  REACHED. 

(1)  Mohammed  compared  with  present  day  Christian  stand- 
ards and  ideals  may  be  condemned  severely,  but  compared 
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®ith  his  contemporaries  in  Christian  Church  he  is  not 
much  beneath  them.  Polygamy  frequently  practiced  a- 
mong  early  Christians. 

(2)  Mohammed  and  his  religion  when  considered  in  the 
light  of  historical  research  lead  us  to  different  con- 
clusion than  when  isolating  him  from  the  historical 
background  of  his  native  country.  State  of  Christianity 
and  Judaism  at  Mohammed's  time  ought  to  be  considered. 

The  princes  and  clergy  of  the  Christian  Qhurch  were 
corrupt  in  morals  in  Mohammed's  day. 

(3)  His  use  of  arms  to  defend  himself  against  unjust 
persecutions  may  be  justified,  but  mankind  disagreed  in 

use  of  sword  to  establish  religion.  Converting  by  the 

/ 

sword  gives  no  very  favourable  idea  of  the  faith  thus 
propagated  Christian  or  non-Christ ian . 

(4)  The  question,  "Was  Mohammed  a Prophet?"  He  had 
two  important  characteristics  of  the  prophetic  order, 

He  saw  truth  about  God  which  his  fellow  men  did  not  see 
and  he  had  an  irresistible  inward  impulse  to  publish 
this  truth. 

(5)  Mohammed  sincere  at  first  when  he  announced  himself 


understood  it.  He  was  a prophet  in  so  far  as  he  amelio 


as  prophet 


in  which  he 


rated  the  social  conditions  of  his  fellow  countrymen 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FACTS  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  MOHAMMED  WHICH  MIGHT  BE  CITED 
AS  INDICATING  TH*.T  HE  WAS  A MESSENGER  OF  TRUTH  TO  HIS 
PEOPLE. 

Mohammed  was  in  his  fortieth  year  when  the  first 
revelations  came  to  him,  commanding  him  to  preach  to  his 
people.  These  revelations  were  the  almost  natural  out- 
come of  his  mode  of  life  and  habit  of  thought,  and  es- 
pecially of  his  physical  condition.  He  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  passing  long  periods  in  solitude  and  deep  thought; 
and  was  profoundly  impressed  with  the  falsehood  and  immor- 
ality of  the  religion  of  his  compatriots,  and  with  horror 
at  their  vicious  and  infanticidal  practices.  Hence  at 
the  beginning  of  his  prophetical  career  Mohammed  presents 
to  us  the  picture  of  a soul  seeking  for  the  light. 

Amid  visions  and  fancies  which  he  frequently  had,  he 
tried  to  find  a way  to  a purer  faith  and  at  length  he  came 
to  believe  that  the  trances  and  mental  paroxysms , which 
drove  him  to  meditate  suicide,  were  the  true  workings  of 
the  same  God,  who,  in  ages  past  had  inspired  other  mes- 
sengers, and  now  had  selected  him  for  the  same  high  of- 
fice. From  this  he  conceived  the  idea  that  a divine 
commission  was  entrusted  to  him  to  give  his  native  land 
a purer  faith. 
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At  the  time  of  Mohammed's  appearance,  the  national 
religion  of  the  Arabs  had  so  far  degenerated  as  to  have 
scarcely  any  believers.  The  greater  number  of  his  coun- 
try-men had  ceased  to  believe  in  anything  at  all,  the 
pilgrimages,  sacrifices,  and  worship  of  the  tribal  idols 
were  still  kept  up,  but  rather  for  political  and  commer- 
cial reasons  than  as  a matter  of  faith  or  conviction. 

We  read  that  the  vices  of  the  Arabs  in  Mohammed's 
day  were  as  conspicuous  as  their  virtues,  and  drunken- 
ness, gambling,  and  the  grossest  immorality  were  very 
prevalent  among  them.  Robbery  and  murder  were  their 
ordinary  occupations,  for  an  Arab  looked  on  work  or  agri- 
culture as  beneath  his  dignity,  and  thought  that  he  had 
a customary  right  to  the  property  of  those  who  conde- 
scended to  such  mean  offices. 

Against  all  these  vices  Mohammed  felt  himself  com- 
manded to  preach,  and  he  told  his  people  that  the  angel 
Gabriel  had  given  him  the  divine  command  to  do  so: "Arise 
and  warn'.  Publish  that  which  hath  been  commanded  thee, 
and  withdraw  from  the  idolators.  We  will  take  part  with 
thee  against  the  scoffers,  and  them  who  join  other  Gods 
with  God.  Invoke  thou  no  other  God  with  him,  lest  thou 
become  of  them  that  are  appointed  for  punishment.  Preach 
thou  to  thy  kinsmen:  thy  near  ones:  spread  the  wings  of 
protection  over  them  that  believe  and  follow  tnee  and  say: 
I bring  you  a clear  message."  (Koran,  Palmer) 
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Ue  will  now  proceed  to  show  some  of  the  facts  in 
the  prophet's  life  which  might  indicate  that  he  was  a 
messenger  of  truth  to  his  people.  And  first  we  may  note 
that  Mohammed  denounced  the  false  notions,  which  his 
countrymen  entertained,  about  the  divine  being,  and  their 
system  of  superstitious  ceremonies.  Some  of  these  cere- 
monies were  harmless,  some  were  silly,  while  others  were 
disgusting.  But  the  Prophet  swept  them  all  away,  just 
as  the  Founder  of  Christianity  swept  away  the  Mosaic  law 
of  purity. 

The  former  evil--false  notions  of  the  divine  being-- 
the  prophet  attacked  with  all  the  energy  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  Old  Testament  prophets.  In  general, Mohammed  seems 
to  have  abhorred  the  Meccan  belief  more  than  their  practices. 
It  is  certain,  however,  there  were  minor  deities,  mostly 
goddesses  who  were  privileged  in  some  way,  above  the  chief 
deity,  Allah,  to  whom  the  sanctuary  and  in  the  main,  the 
people  of  Mecca  belonged.  Consequently  in  his  attacks  on 
idolatry  he  asserted  the  unity  of  God  as  opposed  to  Poly- 
theism. This  central  truth  he  contended  was  nothing  new, 
it  was  the  ancient  faith  of  Abraham.  He  preached  the  ex- 
istence of  one  God  only,  almighty,  absolute  ruler  over  all, 
whose  decrees  are  fixed  from  all  eternity.  With  God  no 
one  may  intercede  except  by  his  permission.  He  is  mer- 
ciful, compassionate,  righteous  and  forgiving.  He  spoke 
of  the  certainty  of  the  resurrection,  and  a final  judgment 
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of  all  mankind,  when  sin  shall  be  punished  and  right- 
eousness rewarded.  The  guilt  and  folly  of  idol  wor- 
ship, the  infinite  importance  of  the  future  life:  these 
were  the  two  prime  elements  of  Mohammed's  early  message. 

The  above  ideas  show  that  his  religion  stands  forth 
as  something  stri^kingly  new  and  original,  since  it  sets 
before  his  countrymen  for  the  first  time  the  grand  concep- 
tion of  the  one  God,  which  was,  as  he  asserted,  the  faith 
of  their  father  Abraham,  but  which  their  fetishism  had 
so  long  obscured.  He  claimed  that  he  was  the  restorer 
and  reviver  of  the  ancient  faith  of  Abraham  which  had 
teen  forgotten  or  overlaid  by  the  idolatry  and  supersti- 
tions that  had  grown  up  and  choked  the  worship  to  which 
the  great  Founder  had  dedicated  the  holy  house  of  Mecca, 
the  Kaaba . 

He  denounced  the  folly  of  trusting  to  dumb  idols, 
who  could  neither  hear  nor  see,  and  had  no  power  to 
help  their  worshippers,  and  he  solemnly  warned  them  of 
the  Judgment  to  come,  as  may  be  seen  from  what  he  says 
in  the  following  passage :--"I  swear  by  Allah  that  there 
is  no  God  besides  him’.  Ye  will  all  die  as  though  ye 

fell  asleep,  and  ye  will  be  raised  again  as  though  ye 

awoke.  For  all  your  deeds  ye  must  give  an  account, 

and  ye  shall  be  punished  or  rewarded  according  to  your 

deserts."  (Koran) 
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The  Prophet’s  denunciation  of  Idols  is  strongly 
and  emphatically  expressed  in  the  following  passages-- 
"They  are  no  other  than  empty  names  which  ye  and  your 
fathers  have  named  goddesses."  And  again,  "What  think 
ye?  Show  me  what  part  of  the  earth  the  idols  which  ye 
invoke  besides  God,  have  created.  Bring  me  a book  of 
scripture  revealed  before  this,  or  some  footsteps  of 
ancient  knowledge  to  countenance  your  idolatrous  prac- 
tices." On  the  other  hand  he  urged  upon  his  people  to 
pray  to  God  for  guidance  and  directed  them  to  repeat 
the  following  prayer  frequent ly Pra ise  be  to  God  the 
lord  of  all  creatures,  the  most  merciful,  the  King  of 
the  day  of  Judgment.  Thee  do  we  worship  and  of  thee  do 
we  beg  assistance.  Direct  us  in  the  right  way  in  the 
way  of  those  to  whom  thou  hast  been  gracious:  not  of  those 
against  whom  thou  art  incensed, nor  of  those  who  go  astray. 
(Koran,  Palmer) 

In  Mohammed's  opinion  true  religion  was  that,  of  the 
founder  of  the  community,  Abraham,  and  he  felt  that  it  was 
his  function  to  restore  its  ancient  purity.  And  so  from 
the  first  he  seems  to  have  waged  implacable  war  against 
idols  and  he  never  rested  till  he  had  banished  their  grand 
cult  from  Arabia.  This  was  a grand  achievement  for  the 
Prophet.  But  no  doubt  his  solitary  musings  in  the  barren 
hills  helped  him  to  steadfastly  fix  his  mind  on  the  task 
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which  he  set  before  himself  of  freeing  the  observances 
of  religion  from  all  visible  objects  of  idolatrous  ado- 
ration, and  of  reducing  the  faith  of  the  creature  to  its 
original  purity,  the  sum  and  substance  of  which  was  to 
be  the  worship  of  the  one  and  only  God. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  Mohammed's  most  superficial 
acquaintances  with  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  im- 
pressed on  his  mind  the  great  outstanding  fact  that  idol- 
atry and  the  worship  of  strange  gods  was  the  one  special 
sin  which  uniformly  provoked  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  called 
down  temporal  punishment  upon  that  chosen  nation,  whose 
special  mission  it  was  to  keep  alive  in  the  earth  the 
Knowledge  of  Him  in  whose  worship  no  graven  image  was  to 
take  part.  "From  what  he  himself  had  seen  and  learnt  of 
the  nature  of  Christian  and  Jewish  worship,  and  from  dim 
traditions  of  the  purer  faith  of  their  ancestor  Abrahsm, 
he  gradual i.y  become  sensible  how  much  such  pure  adoration 
was  at  variance  with  the  gross  and  degrading  idolatry  which 
prevailed  in  Arabia."  (Islam  and  its  Founder  J.  ^ . H. 

St obart ) 

Again  Mohammed  may  be  regarded  as  a messenger  of  truth, 
in  so  far  as  he  ameliorated  the  social  evils  of  his  country- 
men. The  society  of  Arabia  was  founded  on  the  theory  of 
the  joint  responsibility  of  the  tribe,  especially  for  blood- 
shed: And  it  would  seem  that  the  death  of  a tribesman  at  the 
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hands  of  a member  of  another  tribe  led  to  a long  and 
complicated  series  of  battles  and  assassinations,  the 
purpose  of  which  was  not  to  gain  any  decisive  results, 
such  as  the  acquisition  of  territory  or  the  subjection 
of  a community,  but  retaliation  with  interest.  When 
the  warring  communities  got  tired  or  exhausted,  the 
numbers  of  slain  on  either  side  were  counted  up,  and 
any  surplus  paid  for.  It  has  been  said  that  the  death 
of  an  Arab,  was  revenged  with  such  rigour  and  vindic- 
tiveness by  the  fierce  laws  of  the  blood  feud  that  a cer- 
tain check  was  placed  upon  their  blood-thirsty  propensities 
even  in  their  wars:  and  these  were  still  further  tempered 
by  the  institution  of  certain  sacred  months  during  which 
it  was  unlawful  to  fight  or  pillage. 

That  there  was  need  for  reform  in  this  matter,  and 
that  such  reform  could  only  be  effected  by  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  "tribal  system,  and  the  substitution 
for  it  of  an  orderly  government  is  perfectly  obvious. 
Mohammed  saw  this  and  set  about  to  accomplish  it. 

Another  evil  that  shocked  the  prophet,  was  the  in- 
human practice  of  infanticide  among  his  countrymen. 

It  consisted  in  the  horrible  practice  of  burying  girls 
alive.  Doubtless  the  Arabs,  in  the  main,  were  endeav- 
ouring, by  this  practice  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  a 
surplus  female  population,  which  even  in  modern  times 
also  occupies  the  attention  of  thinkers.  Mohammed 
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with  boldness  denounced  this  dreadful  custom  and  swept 
it  away  in  his  work  of  social  reform. 

From  what  we  have  said  then,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Mohammed  believed  in  himself  as  working  for  the  Qd  of 


his  fellow  countrymen.  He  took  the  political  and  the 
religious  institutions  of  his  country  as  he  found  them, 
and  he  strove  to  eradicate  what  was  bad  and  to  develop 
what  was  good  in  them.  He  knew  that  so  long  as  the 
various  tribes  wasted  their  strength  in  Internecine  war, 
there  was  no  hope  of  their  ever  becoming  a power.  He 
saw  too  that  any  scheme  for  bringing  about  national  unity 
would  utterly  fail  if  some  of  those  evils  were  not  de- 
stroyed. Therefore,  he  sought  to  bind  his  people  to- 
gether by  what  may  be  called  their  common  religious  feel- 
ing, which  meant  in  reality,  their  common  interests,  com- 
mon customs,  and  common  superstitions.  At  Mecca  all  was 
ready  to  his  hand.  The  Kaaba  contained  all  the  Gods  of 
the  different  tribes;  the  annual  fairs  were  held  in  the 
territory,  and  it  was  here  that  the  historical  and  reli- 
gious traditions  of  the  race  were  circulated  and  kept  a- 
live.  All  the  elements  of  centralization  were  there, 
and  it  only  needed  such  a master-spirit  as  Mohammed's 
to  turn  their  thoughts  towards  the  common  ideal  which 
should  induce  them  to  unite. 


We  conclude  then  that  the  prophet  in  the  beginning 
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of  his  career  was  not  a self-seeker  nor  an  insincere 
imposter.  The  mere  fact  of  what  he  did;  the  witness 
of  the  men  whom  he  gathered  about  him;  the  impression 
that  he  made  upon  his  people  are  enough  to  show  that 
the  man  was  honest  and  real.  If  he  had  not  been, 
surely  his  companions,  who  had  ample  opportunity  of 
forming  a right  estimate  of  his  sincerity,  would  not 
have  manifested  the  loyalty  and  unshaken  confidence 
which  they  had  in  him  from  the  first.  He  believed  in 
the  reality  of  his  mission,  and  the  goodness  of  his 
cause,  if  he  had  not,  he  could  not  have  maintained  the 
same  consistent  attitude  through  long  years  of  adverse 
fortune,  alike  in  the  day  of  victory  and  in  the  hour  of 
defeat.  For  many  years  he  persevered  preaching  and 
believing  in  the  truth  of  his  mission,  never  wavering 
in  his  faith,  never  doubtful  of  the  reality  of  that  rev- 
elation which  called  down  upon  him  ridicule  and  persecution 
and  drove  him  with  a few  followers  , at  last,  to  take  refuge 
in  exile  and  in  flight.  Thus  the  belief  in  the  reality 
of  a divine  commission  to  re-establish  in  the  world,  what 
he  considered  the  original  simple  faith,  sustained  and 
impelled  him  forward,  excited  the  enthusiasm  of  his  ad- 
herents, and  was  the  secret  motive  which  called  into  be- 
ing those  spiritual  claims,  of  which  the  results  have 


been  so  memorable. 


- 

■ 

«*“  *«*«  erf  *orfw  „9m  5o 

*8  ' : °*  fis‘,0i'ls  •*•  si<3^<3  eW  noqir  9fi8„.  6rf  • **, 

• ■ •■■  j 

' ' ■ ' s ■ ... 

reanls  eirt  lo  *.i«nsae  a anianot 

aonawiaoo  t„.  ,«**,!  sriJ  tete»Uau,  „„ 

eiri  10  S8enfc0°a  Bli*  b«*  -w  10  «m«9,  8fU 

8r’  bBnt ******  ^ iott  Uuoo  srf  ..toa  1*.  9*  „ >9E;;a3 

9S’£S!,S  10  S‘,0i  ^ao^*  bianco  **«* 

‘'0  'IU°  ^ ni  ta8  «TO#3t''  't0  X*  erf#  ni  9*1Js 

. 

-vs,  lo  riXaa,  erf;  I„l,rf„ofc  WM  ^ Bir<  ^ 

1,01  ;."8^  bnS  nt«  **»  avob  *«U*o  rfoirf.  nolBl3 

,«fe<ie»oIXol  a ^2.  . F 

3 v o>*rf  WD-Tfc  bns 

. 

• 1 1 1 J-  V,_  >■  ...,  JL 

. .... 

notn&lmmoo  entvtb  3 Jo 

Ex**  lonis  + mx  ft  Ft  ,,  , 

. . - 

\ 

0,ni  6sXifi0  *>**»  svl.tom  }9103E  . . 

9 V tiff  . tr  * *>««  ,fitf!Ot©d 

* fe‘tXfjes‘i  rfoiriw  -ro  Pr  >«,  , 

« - -J-o  1 QVJi'jiqx  eeortcf  Sni 


* 


0 '• 


-10- 


CHAPTER  II. 


FACTS  IN  MOHAMMED'S  LIFE  WHICH  MIGHT  BE  CITED  FOR 
A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

It  has  been  shown  in  the  preceding  chapter  what 
Mohammed  was  in  the  beginning;  that  is,  what  he  was 
before  he  fel£  a victim  to  temptation.  In  other  words 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  show  what  he  was  on  one 
side  of  his  character,  we  will  now  proceed  to  show  what 
he  was  on  the  ©ther  side.  That  he  was  a benefactor  to 
his  own  countrymen,  we  must  admit.  For  in  place  of  the 
gross  idol-worship  which  existed,  he  gave  to  Arabia  a 
purer  faith;  and  we  are  told  that  incest,  and  infanticide 
and  every  trace  of  idolatry  vanished  before  his  burning 
words . 

While  a good  deal  may  be  said  for  Mohammed  prior  to 
the  turning  point  of  his  career,  yet  after  that  we  view 
with  regret  the  melancholy  result  of  his  aspirations. 

It  is  hard  for  us  to  believe  that,  the  spirit  of  truth 
leaves  in  darkness  and  error  the  honest  heart  which  looks 
to  him  for  light.  If  the  Prophet's  sole  search  had  been 
after  truths  if  his  eye  had  been  single,  the  still  small 
voice  would  have  doubtless  suggested  the  way.  But  the 
stealthy  advances  of  a worldly  ambition  blinded  his  mental 
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vision  and  blunted  his  dependence  on  a higher  power. 

A suggestion  of  the  evil  one  took  captive  his  soul,  and 
changed  it  in  that  delusive,  yet  strong  and  unwavering 
belief,  which  swayed  his  future  career,  and  retained  a 
paramount  influence  over  him  to  the  hour  of  his  death-- 
namely  the  belief  that  he  was  ordained  of  Heaven,  that 
he  was  the  messenger  of  God.  "Thus,"  says  Muir,  "was 
Mohammed  by  whatever  deceptive  process  led  to  the  high 
blasphemy  of  forging  the  name  of  God,  a crime  rfea^edly 
stigmatized  in  the  Koran  itself  as  the  greatest  that 
mankind  can  invent."  (Life  of  Mahomet) 

One  of  the  first  facts  that  may  be  cited  against 
Mohammed's  later  career  was  his  act  of  forging  the  aw- 
ful machinery  of  divine  inspiration  to  serve  his  own 
ignoble  and  selfish  purposes.  How  Mohammed  finally 
passed  over  from  what  seemed  to  have  been  at  first  a 
pure  faith,  into  extreme  depravity,  is  a problem  that 
is  somewhat  difficult  of  solution.  "The  moral  declen- 
sion, the  slope  into  the  abyss  of  evil  down  which  Mo- 
hammed so  calmly  walked  in  those  ten  years,  that.,  can 
never  be  explained."  (MacDonald:  "Aspects  of  Islam") 
However  we  cannot  help  noting  this  fact,  that  as  time 
went  on  the  Impulses  which  at  first,  may  have  aimed  at 
the  light,  seem  to  have  later  become  more  and  more 
tinged  with  the  things  of  earth  and  the  things  of  sense. 
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By  degrees  the  forbearance  of  his  early  years  is  aban- 
doned and  succeeded  by  acts  of  vindictive  revenge,  by 
rapine  and  lust.  We  notice  further  how  he  made  bold 
in  believing  these  revelations  which  under  the  name  of 
the  Almighty  are  invoked  to  justify  his  deeds;  and  thus 
by  the  very  deceitfulness  of  his  heart  he  comes  to  con- 
sider his  wild  and  sinful  impulse  as  the  will  of  Heaven 
and  as  an  unquestionable  inspiration  from  on  high. 

As  Mohammed's  power  grew  his  character  seemed  to 
suffer.  The  lust  to  rule  ate  like  a canker  into  his 
soul;  he  shrank  from  no  cruelty  or  treachery  to  achieve 
his  ends,  though  he  was  never  cruel  when  unreserved  sub- 
mission was  made.  His  debt  to  the  Jews  and  to  their 
Scriptures  may  be  read  in  almost  every  page  of  his  book. 
Yet  he  shrank  not  from  the  blasphemy  of  saying  that  every 
word  of  his  pretended  revelation  had  been  given  to  him 
directly  by  God  through  the  Archangel  Gabriel.  He  went 
so  far  as  to  justify  his  vagrant  love  and  his  jealousy 
of  his  wives  by  the  command  of  the  Almighty,  registered 
from  all  eternity  in  the  highest  heaven.  He  shut  his 
eyes  to  the  purer  light  of  Jewish  and  Christian  revela- 
tion and  assumed  by  his  own  teaching  to  supersede  both 
of  them.  His  morality  falls  far  below  that  of  the  Jewish 
and  Christian  religions.  The  whole  position  of  women 
was  changed  for  the  worse  and  instead  of  being  fhe  equal 
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and  help  of  her  husband,  the  wife  was  degraded  to  be  his 
slave  and  his  toy.  Further  slavery  was  sanctioned  as 
of  divine  institution  for  all  time,  the  same  law  of  re- 
taliation and  blood  revenge  was  re-enacted,  and  the  in- 
human and  barbarous  penalties  of  mutilation  for  theft 
and  robbery  were  commended.  Freedom  of  thought,  and 
liberty  of  conscience  were  stifled,  and  the  sword  was 
called  in  to  compel  when  persuasion  failed. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  inextricable  confusions 
that  Mohammed  made  was  his  meddling  with  the  calendar. 

On  this  point  he  presumptuously  declared  that  on  a cer- 
tain day  the  seasons  had  returned  to  the  point  at  which 
they  stood  when  God  placed  man  upon  the  earth.  He  fixed 
a lunar  year  of  twelve  months,  which  has  been  ever  since 
a source  of  trouble  and  annoyance.  He  pretended  to  es- 
tablish a universal  religion,  and  he  further  stultified 
himself  by  laying  down  rules  for  the  annual  month  of  fast 
ing,  which  could  by  no  possibility  be  observed  in  extreme 
northern  or  extreme  southern  latitudes. 

Tried,  in  fact  by  all  these  tests  which  Mohammed 
himself  challenged,  it  will  be  shown  that  his  religion 
is  not  of  Cod,  and  that  he  himself  lies  under  the  con- 
demnation he  pronounces  on  those  who  speak  without  war- 
rant in  God's  name.  For  he  was  not  satisfied  with 


promulgating  his  religious  and  moral  precepts  in  the 
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name  of  God,  but  exalting  his  own  personal  authority 
he  used  the  holy  name  even  on  the  most  trivial,  as  on 
the  gravest  matters,  and  finally  he  practically  if  not 
intent ionally  assumed  to  repeal  by  authority  some  of 
those  previous^  revelations  which  in  his  earlier  teach- 
ing he  acknowledged  to  be  wholly  divine. 

The  next  fact  we  might  consider  is  his  use  of  the 
sword  to  fulfil  what  he  regarded  as  his  mission  to  the 
Arabs  and  to  the  world.  MargoK'sus'ieth  says,  "If  the 
original  purpose  of  the  founder,  may  be  divined,  it 
would  seem  that  hi3  legislation  followed  an  end  similar 
to  that  ascribed  to  Lycurgus , namely,  to  create  a mili- 
tary state.  Wars  are  won  in  the  first  place  by  science, 
but  in  the  second  by  discipline,  in  the  third  place  by 
ethusiasm.  Military  science  is  a recent  invention,  it 

Ou 

is  clear,  however,  that  the  prophet  gladly  availed  him- 
self of  such  technical  knowledge  of  the  subject  as  was 
current  in  his  timey  and  highly  rewarded  strategic  talent. 
Science,  however,  in  any  case  is  the  concern  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  leaders,  whereas  the  other  mattersare  for 
all  alike.  The  five  daily  "prayers"  constituted  a 
drill:  the  fasting  month  a test  of  endurance  and  edu- 
cation therein:  enthusiasm  was  provoked  by  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  claim  to  form  the  ieading  caste  on  earth, 
with  a right  to  the  possessions  of  all  who  did  not 
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belong  to  It,  and  the  alternative  between  spoil  and 
paradise.  Probably,  however,  even  more  enthusiasm 
was  inspired  by  the  belief  that  the  fighting  was  in 
the  cause  of  God."  (Mohammedanism,  p.  76) 

The  Prophet  is  said  to  have  fainted  at  the  first 
sight  of  blood,  but  he  apparently  got  over  that  weak- 
ness easily,  and  probably  was  never  so  happy  as  when 
he  was  on  a battle  field.  Like  other  Arab  chieftains 
he  was  perpetually  engaged  in  warfare.  By  organization 
and  discipline  he  ensured  success  by  fighting  with  a 
steady  imperialistic  aim.  He  grew  stronger  instead  of 
weaker  after  each  engagement,  and  his  promise  of  Paradise 
to  those  who  fell  evoked  a kind  of  enthusiasm  which  went 
beyond  anything  which  paganism  had  been  able  to  arouse. 

He  finally  shunned  the  dangers  which  beset  him,  and 
sought  by  every  kind  of  artifice,  and  in  the  end  by  sheer 
force,  to  gain  the  mastery  for  himself  and  his  religion. 
J.  J.  Pool  3ays,  "Mohammed  though  in  the  early  days  of 
his  career  a man  of  peace,  and  an  advocate  of  mild  meas- 
ures in  the  propagation  of  truth,  eventually  developed 
into  a man  of  war,  and  a stern  and  enthusiastic  propa- 
gator of  Allah's  religion  by  the  sword."  (Studies  in 
Mohammedanism,  p.  364) 

Other  facts  may  be  added  to  the  above  to  show  the 
character  of  the  prophet.  Take  for  example  his  complete 
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extermination  of  a certain  Jewish  tribe.  All  the  men 
of  this  tribe  were  executed  and  the  women  and  children 
were  made  slaves.  No  words  can  fittingly  condemn  the 
bloody  cruelty  of  this  massacre;  every  one  who  reads  it 
will  judge  of  it  for  himself.  But  not  a word  of  pity 
for  the  victims  comes  from  the  Moslem  historian.  For 
the  last  touches  of  horror  are  added,  by  the  fact  that 
Mohammed  declared  he  had  been  called  to  the  assault  by 
Gabriel  himself,  and  that  when  'Zaid'  soon  after  died 
of  his  wound,  the  prophet  prayed  over  him  and  blessed 
his  memory,  and  declared  that  the  heavenly  host  helped 
to  carry  the  lier. 

Again  and  again  Mohammed  approved  assassinations 
when  it  furthered  his  cause.  No  matter  how  barbarous 
and  treacherous  the  means  used,  the  end  justified  it 
in  his  eyes ; and  in  more  than  one  case  he  not  only 
approved,  but  instigated  the  foul  deeds.  Take  the  case 
of  Abdue  Haqiq  the  Jewish  chief.  This  crime  was  done 
because  the  chief  part  in  the  siege  of  Medina.  It  is 
further  said  that  he  himself  actually  sent  a well-known 
bravo  to  murder  his  old  enemy  Abu  Sufiyan  in  Mecca. 

Under  Mohammed's  direction,  war,  robbery,  murder,  incest, 
jealousy,  treachery,  barbarity  and  proselytizing  went 


hand  in  hand 
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The  fruits  of  Mohammed's  teaching  were  realized 
before  hi3  death,  and  even  after  his  death,  the  fighting 
spirit  raged  throughout  Arabia  and  the  Mohammedans  went 
forth  conquering  and  to  conquer.  From  the  caliph  to 
the  meanest  servant  or  slave  in  Islam  this  fanatical 
creed  was  accepted,  that, --"The  sword  was  the  key  of 
heaven  and  hell,  that  a drop  of  blood  3hed  in  the  cause 
of  God,  a night  spent  in  arms,  were  of  more  avail  than 
months  of  fasting  and  prayer." 

The  attitude  which  Mohammed  took  toward  women,  and 
his  views  on  the  question  of  marriage  may  be  used  as  in- 
dicating that  the  prophet  was  not  a messenger  of  truth 
to  his  people.  Whatever  Mohammed  may  have  done  at  the 
beginning  to  relieve  the  conditions  of  the  female  sex,  or 
whatever  advice  he  may  have  given  men  on  their  behalf,  there 
can  be  no  question  that  the  position  of  women  in  Islam  is 
practically  due  to  the  attitude  of  Mohammed  himself.  The 
common  view  is,  that  all  the  sorrow,  woe  and  degradation 
of  women  in  the  Moslem  world  may  be  laid  at  the  door  of 
Mohammed.  It  might  have  made  an  enormous  difference  in 
the  posititon  of  women  in  Islam,  if  the  prophet,  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  had  remained  a monogamist,  on  the 
onejand  on  the  other  had  encouraged  his  wife  to  go  with 
unveiled  face.  That  stand  would  have  been  enough:  the 
woman  question  in  Islam  would  hardly  now  exist.  Every 
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Moslem  would  have  followed  him  in  that,  as  in  every- 
thing else.  Monogamy  would  be  the  rule  in  Islam,  while 
the  veil  would  never  have  existed,  but  for  the  insane 
jealousy  of  Mohammed. 

Perhaps  no  fact  in  the  prophet's  whole  life  deserves 
greater  condemnation  than  his  claiming  the  sanction  of 
divine  revelation  for  unlimited  license  for  himself  in 
the  matter  of  wives.  At  Medina  his  growing  power  became 
more  and  more  absolute  and  unquestioned.  He  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  to  increase  the  number  of  his  wives. 

^ence  he  promulgated  those  ordinances  on  marriage,  seclu- 
sion  of  women  and  divorce,  together  with  those  exemptions 
personal  to  himself,  which  are  among  the  darkest  blots 
on  his  religion  and  his  own  character.  Within  a year  he 
added  to  the  three  wives  he  already  had,  three  more. 

Among  these  was  'Zainah,'  wife  of  his  adopted  son.  Zaid 
divorces  her  that  she  might  become  Mohammed's  wife.  She 
should  have  been  as  a daughter  to  the  Prophet  in  Arab  eye$ 
She  was  in  reality  his  daughter-in-law,  and  to  marry  her 
was  incest.  Yet  Mohammed  now  a man  of  fifty-seven,  saw 
her  accidentally  in  undress  when  he  went  to  her  husband's 
house;  the  wife's  vanity  was  flattered  by  his  undisguised 
admiration:  and  the  husband  learning  what  had  happened, 
set  her  free  to  follow  her  fancy.  The  ^ro^het  may  have 
dissuaded  Zaid,  but  this  opposition  could  not  have  been 
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strong:  he  seized  the  opportunity  to  marry  the  divorced 

woman,  and  produced  a divine  commission  for  the  act, 

wherein  it  was  declared  that  adoption  created  no  real 

relationship,  and  that  the  conduct  of  all  concerned 

was  highly  pleasing  to  the  LordI 

Appealing  to  this  same  high  sanction  he  takes  into 

his  harem  the  Coptic  slave  girl,  Mary,  another  wife, 

which  shows  "that  he  had  become  the  helpless  dupe  of 

his  own  wishes  or  else  that  he  was  ready  consciously  to 

play  the  role  of  pious  fraud,  and  so  go  to  any  length 

£ 

in  it  which  his  convenience  or  pleasure  might  dictate," 
(Dr.  Sheldon,  "Studies  in  Religion")  We  have  again 

V 

the  case  of  the  captive  Jewess  Sofia  whom  he  brought  to 
his  bed  three  days  after  slaughtering  her  relatives  in 
battle,  in  defiance  of  the  custom  which  prescribed  that 
an  interval  of  three  months  should  be  granted  to  a cap- 
tive thus  bereaved. 

The  discount  placed  upon  women  and  especially  the 
birth  of  a little  girl  is  a bad  beginning  in  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  Prophet's  principle^  "Respect  women." 
"Respect  women" is  the  best  counsel  that  can  be  given  to 
men,  but  unfortunately  this  sane  advice  did  not  keep 
the  Mohammedans  from  treating  their  women  as  an  inferior 
creation  to  men,  and  of  exercising  over  them  a despotic 
. Their  universal  motto  is  "Few  girls  and  many 
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boys"  , hence  we  see  that  at  the  outset  woman  is  at  a 
discount.  A girl  is  thought  to  be  a source  of  anxiety, 
care  and  sorrow--and  parent,  and  friends  alike  treat 
her  appearance  on  the  scene,  as  an  occasion  for  regret. 
Another  injustice  to  women  was  early  marriages.  Women 
suffer  from  this  evil  in  all  Mohammedan  countries.  In 
this  matter  Mohammed  set  a very  bad  example.  His  third 
wife  for  example,  whose  name  was  Ayesha,  was  a mere  child 
of  seven  years  when  the  Prophet  espoused  her  and  took  her 
away  from  her  father's  house.  Mohammedans  who  are  ex- 
postulated with  about  early  marriages  have  the  example 
of  their  prophet  to  point  to.  In  respect  to  Mohammedan 
early  marriages  the  young  people  have  no  choice  in  the 
matter,  but  do  what  is  arranged  for  them  by  their  parents. 

Again  although  Mohammed  urged  his  followers  to  treat 
well  their  slaves,  and  in  some  cases  to  marry  female 
slaves,  yet  he  made  a great  mistake  when  he  sanctioned 
slavery  at  all.  The  curse  of  slavery  in  the  Moslem 
wond  will  ever  remain  a blot  on  the  Prophet's  life. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

FEATURES  IN  THE  KORAN  WHICH  COULD  BE  CITED  IN 
FAVOUR  OF  HIS  PROPHETICAL  VOCATION. 

The  Koran  was  the  reflex  of  the  teaching  which 
Mohammed  desired  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  others. 

His  ideas  changed  on  some  important  points  during  the 
progress  of  his  ministry.  His  deliverances  were  de- 
duced by  the  events  of  the  passing  moment,  and  from  them 
took  their  form  and  coloring.  Hence  his  statements  must 
be  taken  as  they  are  found  and  it  would  be  folly  to  try 
and  form  them  into  any  consistent  system. 

On  reading  the  Koran  the  remarkable  thing  that  strikes 
us,  i3 , that  all  of  it  is  claimed  to  be  couched  in  the 
direct  words  of  God.  God  is  supposed  to  be  the  one  who 
speaks  from  first  to  last.  He  is  said  to  have  spoken  to 
the  prophet  and  the  Koran  comprises  the  words  which  he 
uses.  And  of  course  we  cannot  help  concluding  that  this 
idea  of  the  Koran  would  have  its  bearing  on  the  later  reve- 
lations which  Mohammed  forged  for  his  own  advantage.  His 
claim  was  that  the  Koran  was  of  divine  origin.  Hence 
"to  claim  liberty  to  question  any  part  of  it  he  taught,  is 
to  earn  damnation."  (Dr.  Sheldon,  Studies  in  Religions) 

So  much  for  its  origin.  We  now  examine  certain 


- : 


fiar: ...  he 


- ■ i u,. 


. 


I ' ..  ■: 

J ■ . i.  i .in  'w  j\  d , ..  . . ji  i 


r-  • ^otrioaed  ©rid  ‘io  >.  i ©rid  a..;  v nn*io'A  ©ri! 


3801 

' ; . • 8 ’ t 

• .'0  ■ '•  . ' ' i • : 

* . . ■ . fci  iriq  ©rid  io  a* nf  v < ■ ©ri  • . . . 

. ... 

v*f  t r t vl..  ol  ©cf  fcluor  di  ft  mi  fti-uo  z m*-  fd  ©;>  nested  ©S 

. 

erfJ  si  beria  - ‘ > ■ . • o -i  ' ‘ jx  XI 

. 

< . ■ 

ri  - x ’■  r :*  • . • • c.  i v oe-  i:a‘xO’.  ©ri  i . r-  ♦ ©fkx -iq  ©rid 

X € ,89* 

- - 

. 1 

. 

r:.L  , drir.i  © l Io  * ^ns  noidae^r  o'  ^dieoril  rrialo  od1 

: 

. 


-22- 


features  of  the  Koran  which  may  be  cited  in  favor  of 
Mohammed's  prophetical  vocation.  It  may  be  stated 
before  proceeding  to  give  definite  facts,  that  it  must 
be  admitted  that  as  far  as  some  of  the  passages  of  the 
Koran  go,  there  is  nothing  in  their  morality  to  which 
we  as  Christians  need  take  exception.  In  them  we 
find  Mohammed  seeking  that  gracious  Lord,  the  God  of 
all  creatures,  who  knows  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  and 
who,  when  the  graves  are  opened,  will  bring  to  light 
every  secret  thing  written  in  the  book  of  his  remem- 
berance . 

The  first  thing  that  may  be  noted  is  that  Mohammed 
exhorts  men  to  pray.  A prayer  is  given  to  his  follow- 
ers for  God' 8 guidance,  and  is  directed  to  be  repeated 
frequently.  It  comprises  the  opening  chapter  of  the 
Koran,  and  reads  thus : -- "Pra ise  belongs  to  God  the  Lord 
of  the  worlds,  the  merciful, the  compassionate,  the  ruler 
of  the  day  of  Judgment!  Thee  we  serve  and  thee  we  ask 
for  aid.  Guide  us  in  the  path,  the  path  of  those  thou 
art  gracious  to;  not  of  those  thos«$  art  wroth  with;  nor 
of  those  who  err."  Believers  are  exhorted  to  use  the 
following  prayer--"We  hear  and  obey,  th&y  pardon,  0 Lord! 
for  to  thee  our  journey  tends.  God  will  not  require  of 
the  soul  save  its  capacity.  It  shall  have  what  it  has 


earned,  and  it  shall  owe  what  has  been  earned  from  it 
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Lord,  catch  us  not  up,  if  we  forget  or  make  mistake; 

Lord,  load  us  not  with  a burden,  as  thou  hast  loaded 
those  who  were  before  us.  Lord,  make  us  not  to  carry 
what  we  have  not  strength  for,  but  forgive  us,  and  par- 
don us,  and  have  mercy  on  us.  Thou  art  our  sovereign, 
then  help  us  against  the  people  who  do  not  believe*. " 

(Koran,  p.  46,  Palmer)  "Be  ye  steadfast  in  prayer, 
and  give  alms,  and  what  soever  good  ye  send  before  for 
your  own  souls,  ye  shall  find  it  with  God,  for  God  in 
all  ye  do  doth  see."  (Koran,  p.  15,  Palmer) 

The  duty  of  helping  the  poor,  of  relieving  the 
needy  traveller,  and  doing  justice  to  the  orphan  is 
insisted  on.  Take  for  example  a passage  like  the 
following,  on  helping  the  poor  and  needy  traveller: -- 
"And  serve  God,  and  do  not  associate  aught  with  him; 
and  to  your  parents  show  kindness,  and  to  kindred  and 
orphans  and  the  poor,  and  the  neighbour  who  is  akin, 
and  the  neighbour  who  is  a stranger,  and  the  companion 
who  is  stranger,  and  the  son  of  the  road,  and  what  your 
right  hands  possess,  verily,  God  loves  not  him  who  is 
proud  and  boastful;  who  are  miserly,  and  bid  men  be 
miserly  too,  and  who  hide  what  God  has  given  them  of 
his  grace: --but  we  have  prepared  for  the  misbelievers 
shameful  woe.  (Koran,  p.  77,  Palmer)  Again  it  is  writ- 
ten: --"Verily  , if  any  do  a good  action,  God  will  recompense 
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it  in  his  sight  with  a great  reward."  Aga in : --"Ver ily 
whoso  doeth  evil,  and  is  compassed  with  his  iniquities, 
they  shall  be  companions  of  hell  fire."  Good  work3 
make  for  righteousness  as  may  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
quota  t ion : --"Righteousness  is  not  that  ye  turn  your 
faces  towards  the  East  or  the  V’est,  but  righteousness 
is,  one  who  believes  in  God,  and  the  last  day,  and  the 
angels,  and  the  book,  and  the  Prophet.  And  who  gives 
wealth  for  his  love  to  kindred,  and  orphans  and  the  poor, 
and  the  son  of  the  road,  and  beggars,  and  those  in  cap- 
tivity; and  who  is  steadfast  in  prayer,  and  gives  alms; 
and  those  who  make  a covenant;  and  the  patient  in  poverty, 
and  distress,  and  in  time  of  violence;  these  are  they  who 
are  true,  and  these  are  those  who  fear."  (Koran,  p.  24, 
Palmer) 

Justice  to  the  orphan  is  insisted  on  in  this  passage: -- 
"Ani  give  unto  the  orphans  their  property  and  give  them  not 
the  vile  in  exchange  for  the  good,  and  devour  not  their 
property  to  your  own  property,  verily,  that  were  a great 
sin.  But  if  ye  fear  that  ye  cannot  do  justice  between 
orphans,  then  marry  what  seems  good  to  you  of  women,  by 
twos,  or  threes,  or  fours;  and  if  ye  fear  that  ye  cannot 
be  equitable  then  only  one,  or  what  your  right  hands  possess. 
That  keeps  you  nearer  to  being  partial."  (Koran,  P.  71, 
Palmer)  Again  take  a passage  in  which  we  find  good  counsel 
given  by  the  Prophet  to  his  followers  regarding  the  care  of 
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orphans  in  respect  to  their  property,  before  reaching 
the  age  of  responsibility.  This  counsel  to  all  appear- 
ances seems  sane  and  wise : --"Prove  orphans  until  they 
reach  a marrigeable  age,  and  if  ye  perceive  in  them 
right  management,  then  hand  over  to  them  their  property, 
and  do  not  devour  it  extravagantly  in  anticipation  of 
their  growing  up.  And  he  who  is  rich  let  him  abstain; 
but  he  who  is  poor  let  him  devour  in  reason,  and  when 
ye  hand  over  to  them  their  property,  then  take  witnesses 
against  them;  but  God  sufficeth  for  taking  account." 

"Men  should  have  a portion  of  what  their  parents  or  kindred 
leave,  and  women  should  have  a portion  of  what,  their  parents 
and  kindred  leave,  whether  it  be  little  or  much,  a deter- 
mined portion.  And  when  the  next  of  kin  and  the  orphans 
and  the  poor  are  present  at  the  division,  then  maintain 
them  out  of  it,  and  speak  to  them  a reasonable  speech. 

And  let  these  fear  lest  they  leave  behind  them  a weak  seed, 
for  whom  they  would  be  afraid;  and  let  them  fear  God,  and 
speak  a straight  forward  speech.  Verily  those  who  devour 
the  property  of  orphans  unjustly,  only  devour  into  their 
bellies  fire,  and  they  shall  broil  in  flames.  (Koran,  p.71. 
Palmer) 

Believers  are  forbidden  to  be  unequally  yoked  to- 
gether with  unbelievers  and  idolators.  They  are  them- 
selves warned  against  infidelity  and  sin  lest  they  cast 
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themselves  into  perdition.  Apparently  the  prophet  is 
perfectly  sincere  and  would  instil  into  the  minds  of  his 
followers  or  countrymen  an  abhorrence  of  idolatry.  He 
does  not  stop  there,  but  urges  them  to  worship  the  only 
true  God.  Warnings  against  idolatry  are  manifestly  seen 
in  the  following  passages  from  the  Koran : --"Wed  not  with 
idolatrous  women  until  they  believe,  for  surely  a believ- 
ing handmaid  is  better  than  an  idolatrous  woman,  even 
though  she  please  you.  And  wed  not  to  idolatrous  men 
until  they  believe,  for  a believing  slave  is  better  than 
an  idolater  although  he  please  you."  (Koran,  p.  33,  Palmer) 
Believers  are  absolutely  forbidden  to  make  images  or 
pictures,  for  as  the  Koran  reads,  "God  will  at  the  resurrec- 
tion call  on  their  maker  to  put  life  in  them,  and  when  he 
cannot  will  cast  him  into  hell."  The  only  sin  that  God 
will  not  forgive  is  "idolatry."  "Verily,  God  pardons  not 
associating  aught  with  him,  but  he  pardons  anything  short 
of  that  to  whomsoever  he  pleases;  but  he  who  associates 
aught  with  God,  he  hath  devised  a mighty  sin."  (Koran, 
p.  79,  Palmer)  Idols  are  repudiated  in  the  strangest  terms. 
"They  are  no  other  than  empty  names  which  ye  and  your  fathers 
have  named  Goddesses."  Again,  "What  think  ye?  Show  me 
what  part  of  the  earth  the  idols  which  ye  invoke,  besides 
God,  have  created?  Bring  me  a book  of  scripture  revealed 
before  this, or  some  footstep  of  ancient  knowledge  to  counte- 
nanced idol  worship." 
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The  teaching  of  the  Koran  in  relation  to  God  is 
that  "There  is  absolutely  in  existence  no  God  at  all 
save  Allah."  The  Arabs  of  Mohammed's  day,  that  is  the 
Arab  tribes  in  general  had  reached  what  might  be  described 
as  a modified  monotheism  with  a one  God  in  the  background, 
and  a crowd  of  minor  deities,  the  remains  of  tribal  Gods 
coming  in  between,  and  supposed  to  stand  in  some  subsid- 
iary position  to  the  one  God  in  the  background.  Moham- 
med's great  stroke  was  to  sweep  out  of  existence  as  gods 
all  these  intermediate  deities  and  to  say  to  the  Meccans, 
"There  is  no  God  at  all  save  that  one  God  whom  you  al- 
ready know  and  recognize  as  Allah."  The  other  Gods 
became  for  Mohammed  angels  or  they  fell  back  into  the 
position  of  the  jinn  and  the  devils,  all  strictly  created 
beings,  essentially  different  in  nature  from  Allah. 

Thus  it  is  written:  "God,  there  is  no  God  but  he,  the 
living,  the  self-subs istent ."( Koran , p.  46,  ^almer) 

"There  is  no  God  but  he,  the  mighty, the  wise."  The  unity 
of  God  is  stressed,  "Your  God  is  one  God:  there  is  no  God 
but  he,  the  merciful,  the  compassionate,"  And  so  one 
might  go  on  enumerating  many  other  excellent  moral  senti- 
ments in  the  Koran  in  which  we  can  take  no  exception. 

We  meet  with  the  statement  that  men  will  be  judged  accord- 
ing to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  at  the  last  day,  when 
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t he  mountains  shall  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the 
sea  and  the  earth  shall  be  removed;  and  that  the  wicked 
shall  go  into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  righteous 
into  everlasting  happiness.  We  meet  with  the  assertion 
of  the  original  purity,  and  also  of  the  fall  of  man,  and 
that  the  most  wise  judge  will  condemn  all,  except  those 
who  believe  and  work  righteousness.  And  further,  we 
have  repeated  warnings  of  the  folly  of  those  who  trust 
in  their  riches,  to  profit  them,  and  to  secure  immortal- 
ity. Against  the  slanderer  and  backbiter  wrath  and 
woe  are  denounced:  the  existence  of  two  paths--of  good 
and  evil--is  pointed  out:  and  the  duty  is  insisted  on 
of  ministering  to  the  captive,  and  the  dying,  and  lastly 
we  have  an  acknowledgement  of  a righteous  judgment  to 
come:  of  God's  power  and  over-ruling  providence,  and  a 
grateful  mention  of  the  goodness  of  the  Almighty  who 
found  him  an  orphan:  and  led  him  all  his  lifelong;  who 
met  him  wandering  in  error,  and  guides  him  to  the  truth. 

His  earlier  preaching,  then,  abounds  in  splendid 
ascriptions  of  praise  and  glory  to  God,  extolling  his 
boundless,  unutterable  majesty  and  perfection.  We  see 
in  family  and  social  relations  as  well,  Mohammed  command- 
ing reverence  and  obedience  to  parents,  and  kindness  to 
wives  and  slaves. 
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But  in  meeting  with  such  sentiments  in  the  Koran, 
it  may  be  well  to  remember;  that  no  civilized  heathen 
nation  ever  existed,  in  which  just,  beautiful,  and 
sublime  sentiments  were  not  known  and  recorded  in  their 
sacred  books.  The  works  of  Confucius  abound  in  them: 
the  ancient  writings  still  held  in  veneration  by  millions 
in  Hindustan  furnish  many  passages  of  a morality  as 
discriminative  and  high-toned  as  any  to  be  found  in  the 
book  of  Mohammed.  But  it  is  the  juxtaposition  of  other 
pernicious  opinions- -which  shall  be  considered  in  the 
next  chapter r-cla iming  equal  inspiration  and  authority 
which  have  ever  tended  to  neutralize  what  was  just  and 
true,  and  to  render  them  without  any  efficient  practical 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

FEATURES  IN  THE  KORAN  WHICH  COULD  BE  CITED  FOR 
A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

One  of  the  first  features  that  may  be  cited  is 
that  the  Koran  emphatically  sanctions  war  on  the  in- 
fidels and  unbelievers.  As  soon  as  Mohammed  began 
to  preach  openly  he  found  opposition  coming  from 
without,  and  as  he  goes  on  preaching  the  struggle 
grows  hotter.  He  feels  that  he  must  have  disciples 
attached  to  this  new  faith  and  when  they  are  once  at- 
tached they  must  be  retained.  Therefore  one  is  not 
surprised  to  find  the  grosser  elements  of  earth  min- 
gled here  and  there  with  the  spiritual  of  an  earlier 
time.  Hence  we  find  in  the  Koran  elaborate  descrip- 
tions of  the  torments  of  hell,  which  are  reserved  for 
the  wicked,  the  unjust,  the  covetous  and  those  who 
"Charge  the  Koran  with  falsehood."  Terror  is  to  be 
dealt  out  to  the  unbelievers  and  infidels.  The  lat- 
ter part  of  the  Koran  especially  teem  with  passages 
that  councel  strong  measures  to  be  taken  against  the 
infidels.  It  is  written, for  example,  "Fight  against 
those  who  believe  not  in  God  until  they  pay  tribute 
by  right  of  subjection,  and  are  reduced  low." 
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again  we  read  "When  ye  meet  the  infidels  strike  off 
their  heads,  until  ye  have  made  a great  slaughter  a- 
mong  them."  And  then  it  is  added:  "As  for  those  who 
fight  or  fall  in  defence  of  God’s  true  religion,  he 
will  not  suffer  their  deeds  to  die,  verily  God  loveth 
those  who  fight  for  his  religion."  "Paradise"  so  the 
Koran  declares,  "is  under  the  shadow  of  sw ords" . . . , "The 
sword  is  a safer  argument  than  books."  Against  Idola- 
try the  Koran  advises  that  the  following  measures  be 
taken ; --"But  when  the  sacred  months  are  passed  away, 
kill  the  idolaters  wherever  ye  may  find  them;  and  take 
them  and  besiege  them,  and  lie  in  wait  for  them  in  every 
place  of  observation;  but  if  they  repent  and  are  stead- 
fast in  prayer,  and  give  alms,  then  let  them  go  their 
way;  verily,  God  is  forgiving  and  merciful."  (Koran, 
p.  173,  Palmer) 

From  the  foregoing  we  see  the  attitude  believers 
of  the  new  faith  must  assume.  They  are  now  permitted 
to  draw  the  sword  against  those  who  repel  or  ill-use 
them.  It  is  readily  seen  that  this  sanctions  war  or 
retaliation  by  the  believers  upon  the  Meccans  who  per- 
secuted them  and  turned  them  out  of  their  habitations: 
as  is  written:  "will  ye  not  fight  a people  who  broke 
their  oaths,  and  intended  to  expel  the  apostle?  They 
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began  with  you  at  first,  are  ye  afraid  of  them9  God 
is  more  deserving  that  ye  should  fear  him',  if  ye  be- 
lievers, kill  them!  God  will  torment  them  by  your 
hands,  and  disgrace  them,  and  aid  you  against  them, 
and  heal  the  breasts  of  a people  who  believe,  and  will 
remove  rage  from  their  hearts;  for  God  turns  unto  him 
whomsoever  he  pleases,  and  God  is  knowing,  wise!"  (Koran, 
p,  174,  Palmer)  And  again,  "Permission  is  granted  to 
those  who  take  arms  against  unbelievers,  for  that  they 
have  been  unjustly  persecuted  and  turned  out  of  their 
habitations  injuriously,  and  for  no  reason  than  because 
they  say  our  Lord  God."  Within  a few  months  the  aggres- 
sive sword  of  Islam  is  permitted  to  succeed  this  defensive 
warfare,  and  become  a war  of  aggression. 

The  Koran  contains  the  most  indiscriminate  language 
against  the  unbelievers.  Take  for  example  the  following 
passages.  "God  wished  to  prove  the  truth  true  by  his 
words,  and  to  cut  off  the  kindermost  parts  of  those  who 
misbelieve--to  prove  the  truth  true  and  to  make  vain  the 
vain  altho'  the  sinners  are  averse."  In  the  following 
passage  we  3ee  that  Mohammed  would  make  these  unbelievers 
whom  he  does  punish,  examples  to  all  future  opponents  by 
the  severity  dealt  out  to  them.  The  Koran  reads  thus: — 
"Verily,  the  worst  of  beasts  in  God's  eyes  are  those  who 
misbelieve  and  will  not  believe;  with  whom  if  thou  dost 
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make  a league,  they  break  their  league  each  time,  for 
they  fear  not  God;  but  shouldet  thou  ever  catch  them  in 
war,  then  make  those  who  come  after  them  run  by  their 
example,  haply  they  may  remember  them."  (Koran,  p.  170, 
Palmer)  And  again  we  read:  "0  ye  who  believe  fight 
those  who  are  near  to  you  of  the  misbelievers,  and  let 
them  find  in  you  sternness;  and  know  that  God  is  with 
those  who  fear."  (Koran,  p.  191,  Palmer)  And  still 
further,  "Fight  those  who  believe  not  in  God  and  in 
the  la3t  day,  and  who  forbid  not  what  God  and  his  a- 
postle  have  forbidden,  and  who  do  not  practice  the  re- 
ligion of  truth  from  amongst  those  to  whom  the  book 
has  been  brought,  until  they  pay  the  tribute  by  their 
hands  and  be  as  little  ones. 

"The  Jews  say  Ezra  is  the  son  of  God;  and  the  Chris* 
tian  say  that  the  Messiah  is  the  son  of  God;  that  is 
what  they  say  with  their  mouths,  imitating  the  sayings 
of  those  who  misbelieved  before. --God  fight  them',  how 
they  lie  1" (Koran,  p.  176,  Palmer)  Thus  we  see  Moham- 
med assumes  the  position  of  a theocratic  ruler,  and  the 
Koran  is  freely  used  for  making  public  his  commands. 

Every  word  still  purports  to  emanate  from  the  deity  as 
addressed  to  his  vicegerent  on  earth.  Spiritual  precepts 
are  mingled  with  other  matters  but  the  revelation  becomes 
more  and  more  the  organ  of  the  prophet's  government. 
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Another  feature  that  may  be  cited  against  the 
prophet,  is  the  way  in  which  the  Koran  is  forged  to 
sanction  the  wholesale  butchery  of  some  of  those  who 
were  forced  into  subjection.  The  butchery  of  a Jew- 
ish tribe  is  an  unique  illustration.  The  story  of 
the  slaughter  runs  something  like  this.  Beni  Coril- 
za  owned  certain  possessions  which  lay  exposed  to  at- 
tack. He  had  entered  into  an  alliance  with  Mohammed, 
but  the  compact,  we  are  told,  "was  of  a weak  and  pre- 
carious nature."  A misunderstanding  arose  between 
this  tribe  and  Mohammed.  Overpowered  by  Mohammed's 
forces  the  Jews  were  reduced  to  extremity  and  had  to 
surrender  at  discretion.  Their  fate  was  left  to  the 
decision  of  a chief  of  the  Beni  Aws , and  by  him  the 
men  were  condemned  to  death,  and  the  women  and  children 
to  slavery.  In  companies  of  five  or  six  the  horror- 
stricken  Jews,  to  the  number  of  about  eight  hundred 
were  led  out  and  in  Mohammed's  presence  butchered  in 
cold  blood'.  How  in  the  Koran  we  find  this  accursed 
slaughter  applauded,  and  what  is  worse  attributed  to 
divine  interposition,  and  pronounced  as  in  accordance 
with  the  love  and  compassion  of  the  All-merciful. 
"Verily,  the  worst  of  beats  in  God's  eyes  are  those 
who  misbelieve  and  will  not  believe;  with  whom  if  thou 
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doe  s t make  a league,  they  break  their  league  each  time, 
for  they  fear  not  God;  but  shouldst  thou  ever  catch 
them  in  war,  then  make  those  who  come  after  them  run  by 
their  example,  haply  they  may  remember  them*"  (Koran, 
p.  170,  Palmer)  ffluir,.  justly  remarks  that,  "The  buteh- 
ery  of  the  Coreitza  leaves  a dark  stain  of  infamy  on 
the  character  of  Mohammed." 

We  know  that  during  some  of  the  plunders  assassin- 
ations  were  deliberately  planned  by  Mohammed  and  the 
perpetrators  were  blessed  and  rewarded.  And  what  ap- 
pears worse  still, --a  thing  that  would  shock  the  modern 
mind,  were  it  not  that  we  have  already  known  similar 
cruelties  in  the  past  three  years--we  meet  with  instances 
of  the  barbarous  mutilation  of  captives.  And  on  this 
very  point  the  Koran  directs,  "That  the  enemies  of  God 
and  of  his  apostle  shall  be  slain,  or  crucified,  or  have 
their  hands  and  feet  cut  off,  or  be  banished  from  the 
land."  If  theft,  they  are  to  be  punished  thus:  "If  a 
man  or  woman  steal,  cut  off  their  hands." 

The  Koran  gives  official  permission  to  cohabitation 
or  concubinage  with  female  slaves.  In  addition  to  their 
lawful  wives  the  Mohammedans  were  allowed  to  make  con- 
cubines of  the  female  slaves  whom  they  purchased  or  cap- 
tured in  war,  called  "Those  whom  your  right  hand  possesses. 
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Muir  3ays  that  this  permission  "was  one  of  the  earliest 
compromises  by  which  Mohammed  fitted  his  system  to  the 
usages  and  wants  of  those  about  him;  and  was  in  after 
days  largely  taken  advantage  of  both  for  his  own  in- 
dulgence, and  as  holding  out  an  inducement  for  his  fol- 
lowers to  fight  in  the  hope  of  capturing  females  who 
would  then  be  their  lawful  captives."  (Life  of  Mohammed) 
On  thi3  point  the  Koran  is  made  to  read  thus:  "0  thou 
prophet!  verily,  we  make  lawful  for  thee  thy  wives  to 
whom  thou  hast  given  their  hire,  and  what,  thy  right  hand 
possesses  out  of  the  booty  that  God  has  granted  thee." 

The  Koran  again  gives  sanction  to  polygamy.  In 
the  chapter  entitled  "Women"  among  various  directions 
regarding  orphans,  inheritances,  chastity  and  the  for- 
bidden degrees,  permission  is  given  to  the  faithful, 

"To  marry  what  seems  good  to  you  of  women,  by  twos  or 
threes,  or  fours',  and  if  ye  fear  that  ye  cannot  be 
equitable,  then  only  one  or  what  your  right  hands  pos- 
sess." (Koran,  p.  71,  Palmer)  In  reality  then,  the 
number  of  wives  is  unlimited,  as  the  Koran  allows  an 
almost  unchecked  power  of  divorce  and  exchange.  "Put 
off  whomsoever  thou  wilt  of  them,  and  take  to  thyself 
whomsoever  thou  wilt,  or  whomsoever  thou  cravest  of  those 
whom  thou  hast  deposed,  and  it  shall  be  no  crime  against 
thee.  That  is  nigher  to  cheering  their  eyes  and  that 
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they  should  not  grieve,  and  should  be  satisfied  with 
what  thou  dost  bring  them  all;  but  God  knows  best  what 
is  in  their  hearts,  and  God  is  knowing,  clement."  (Koran, 
p.  146,  Palmer)  The  husband  is  considered  superior  to 
the  wife,  and  his  action  in  relation  to  her  is  nearly 
uncontrolled.  The  way  for  example  he  repudiates  his 
wives  without  any  apparent  reason,  and  without  warning: 
he  may  if  he  thinks  she  is  disobedient,  rebuke  and  im- 
prison his  wives,  and  against  this  the  dishonored  spouse 
has  almost  no  means  of  redress.  In  reality  the  wife 
is  worse  than  a slave. 

Passages  forged  to  cover  up  Mohammed's  scandals 
are  not  lacking  in  the  Koran,  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  when  we  observe  to  what  limits  the  prophet  himself 
went  in  the  matter  of  polygamy-- that  his  followers  have 
adopted  a practice  which  has  kept  their  women  in  a con- 
tinuous state  of  degradation.  Let  us  take  a case  or 

two  in  the  prophet's  own  life.  There  is  the  case  of 

his  adopted  son's  wife,  "Zeinah,"  His  marriage  to  her 
was  considered  highly  improper  if  not  incestuous.  But 
the  prophet  has  an  easy  and  effectual  method  of  silenc- 
ing the  scandal  and  avoiding  complications.  And  so  he 
makes  another  Sura  for  the  Koran  which  reads  thus:  "0 
thou  prophet!  verily,  we  make  lawful  for  thee  thy  wives 
to  whom  thou  has  given  their  hire,  and  what  thy  right 
hand  possesses  out  of  the  booty  that  God  has  granted 
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thee , and  the  daughters  of  thy  paternal  aunts,  provided 
they  have  fled  with  thee,  and  any  believing  woman  if 
she  give  herself  to  the  prophet  desire  to  marry  her-- 
a special  privilege  this  for  thee,  above  the  other  be- 
lievers. We  knew  what  we  ordained  for  them  concern- 
ing their  wives  and  what,  their  right  hands  possess,  that 
there  should  be  no  hindrance  to  thee;  and  God  is  forgiv- 
ing, merciful ." ( Koran , p.  146,  Palmer)  "And  when  thou 
didst  say  to  him  God  had  shown  favour  to  and  thou  hadst 
shown  favour  to,  'Keep  thy  wife  to  thyself  and  fear  God'; 
and  thou  didst  conceal  in  thy  soul  what  God  was  about  to 
display;  and  didst  fear  men,  tho*  God  is  more  deserving 
that  thou  shouldst  fear  him;  and  when  Zaid  had  fulfilled 
his  desire  of  her  we  did  wed  thee  to  her  that  there  should 
be  no  hindrance  to  the  believers  in  the  matter  of  wives 
of  their  adopted  sons  when  they  have  fulfilled  their  desire 
of  them;  and  so  God's  bidding  to  be  done?"  (Koran,  p.  144, 
Palmer) 

The  Arabs  had  been  in  the  habit  of  divorcing  their 
wives  on  certain  occasions  with  the  words,  "Thy  back  is 
to  me  as  my  mother's  back,"  after  which  they  considered 
it  as  unnatural  to  approach  them  as  though  they  were 
real  mothers.  Mohammed  forbids  this  practice.  But 
they  also  considered  their  adopted  children  in  the  same 
light  as  real  children  of  their  body,  hence  in  forbid- 
ding this  practice  also,  Mohammed  legalized  his  marriage 
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with  'Zainah'  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  quotation 
from  the  Koran: --"God  has  not  made  for  any  man  two  hearts 
in  his  inside;  nor  has  he  made  your  wives, --whom  you  back 
away  from, --your  real  mothers?,  nor  has  he  made  your  a- 
dopted  sons  your  real  sons.  That  is  what  ye  speak  with 
your  mouths;  but  God  speaks  the  truth  and  he  guides  to 
the  pathl  Call  them  by  their  father's  names;  that  is 
more  just  in  God's  sight;  but  if  ye  know  not  their  fa- 
thers, then  they  are  your  brothers  in  religion  and  your 
clients.  There  is  no  crime  against  you  for  what  mis- 
takes ye  make  therein;  but  what  your  hearts  do  purposely-- 
but  God  is  ever  forgiving  and  merciful ."( Koran , p.  138, 
Palmer)  After  marrying  the  fair  Zeinah,  it  is  laid 
down  that  she  was  joined  to  the  prophet  by  the  will  of 
heaven  to  shew  that  believers  commit  no  sin  in  "Marry- 
ing the  wives  of  their  adopted  sons."  The  special  rev- 
elation that  gave  sanction  to  this  marriage  is  by  one 
writer  on  the  subject,  justly  stigmatized  as  an  act  of 
"impious  effrontery"  and  another  author  says  that  his 
relaxation  of  the  marriage  rules  in  his  own  favour  "is 
the  greatest  stain  and  an  indelible  one,  on  his  memory." 
Again,  take  another  case,  that  of  the  Coptic  girl  Mary. 
Another  chapter  is  occasioned  in  the  Koran  by  Mohammed’s 
liaison  with  this  slave  girl,  with  whom  he  lay  on  the 
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day  due  Ayeshah.  The  latter  was  so  enraged  that 
Mohammed  in  order  to  pacify  her  swore  never  to  touch 
the  girl  again  and  ejoined  Ayeshah  to  keep  the  matter 
secret  from  the  rest  of  the  wives.  The  secret  was 
revealed  and  Mohammed  was  sc  annoyed  that  he  divorced 
her,  and  separated  himself  from  his  other  wives  for  the 
space  of  a month,  which  time  he  passed  in  Mary's  apart- 
ments. Hence  the  chapter  is  intended  to  free  him  from 
his  oath  respecting  Mary,  and  to  reprove  his  wives  for 
their  conduct.  And  so  the  Koran  is  made  to  read  thus : - 
”0  thou  Prophet  I wherefore  dost  thou  prohibit,  what  God 
has  made  lawful  to  thee,  craving  to  please  thy  wives? 
but  God  is  forgiving,  compassionate!  God  has  allowed 
you  to  expiate  your  oaths;  for  God  is  your  sovereign, 
and  he  is  the  knowing  the  wise!  And  when  the  prophet 
told  as  a secret  to  one  of  his  wives  a recent  event, 
and  when  she  gave  information  thereof  and  exposed  it, 
he  acquainted  her  with  some  of  it  and  avoided  part  of 
it.  But  when  he  informed  her  of  it,  she  said,  "Who 
told  thee  this?"  He  said,  "The  wise  one,  the  well- 
aware  informed  me.  It  may  be  that  his  Lord  if  he 
divorce  you  will  give  him  in  exchange  wives  better  than 
you,  Moslems,  believers,  devout,  repentant,  worshipping, 
given  to  fast ing--such  as  have  known  men  and  virgins 
too. "(Koran,  p.  <290,  Palmer) 
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Finally  another  case  may  be  cited,  namely  the 
passage  which  refers  to  the  scandal  about  the  prophet* s 
favourite  wife  'Ayeshah.'  The  latter  having  accident- 
ally been  left  behind  when  the  prophet  and  his  follow- 
ers were  starting  at  night  on  an  expedition  in  the  sixth 
year  of  the  Iligrah,  was  brought  into  the  camp  in  the 
morning  by  one  of  the  men;  this  gave  rise  to  rumors  de- 
rogatory to  Ayeshah *s  character  which  the  following  verse 
is  intended  to  refute : --"Verily , those  who  bring  back  the 
lie,  a band  of  you  reckon  it  not  as  an  evil  for  you,  every 
man  of  them  shall  have  what  he  has  earned  of  sin;  and  he 
of  them  who  managed  to  aggravate  it,  for  him  is  mighty 
woe."  (Koran,  p.  74,  Palmer)  The  importance  of  this 
incident  lies  in  the  fact  that  Mohammed  took  advantage  of 
it  to  lay  special  further  restrictions,  in  the  name  of 
God,  on  his  own  wives  above  those  of  other  men  consquent- 
ly  he  wrote: --"0  Prophet!  say  to  thy  wives,  'If  ye  desire 
the  life  of  this  world  and  its  adornment,  come,  I will 
give  you  them  to  enjoy,  and  will  send  you  away  richly 
endowed!  But  if  ye  desire  God  and  his  apostle  and  the 
life  to  come,  verily  God  hath  prepared  for  those  of  you 
who  do  well  a mighty  reward.'"  Hence  we  see  that  the 
practical  working  out  of  the  rules  of  the  Koran  on  the 
important  subject  of  marriage  and  divorce  strike  at  the 
root  of  all  morality,  brutalize  man,  degrade  women,  and 
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render  the  Christian  ideal  of  domestic  life  an  impos- 
sibility; and  yet  for  them  is  claimed  a divine  origin, 
and  they  are  emphatically  called  "the  ordinances  of 
God  declared  to  people  of  understanding." 

Added  to  all  this  the  prophet  becomes  jealous  of 
his  wives  which  occasions  the  manufacturing  of  another 
Sura.--"0  ye  who  believe',  do  not  enter  the  houses  of 
the  prophet,  unless  leave  be  given  you  for  a meal,... 
not  watching  till  it  is  cooked!  But  when  ye  are  in- 
vited, then  enter;  and  when  ye  have  fed,  disperse,  not 
engaging  in  familiar  discourse.  Verily,  that  would 
annoy  the  prophet  and  he  would  be  ashamed  for  your  sake, 
but  God  is  not  ashamed  of  the  truth.  And  when  ye  ask 
them  for  an  article,  ask  them  from  behind  a curtain, 
that  is  purer  for  your  hearts  and  for  theirs.  It  is 
not  right  for  you  to  annoy  the  prophet  of  God,  nor  to 
wed  his  wives  after  him  ever;  verily,  that  is  with 
God  a serious  thing." 

From  a study  of  the  above  examples  we  are  led  to 
conclude  that  no  force  can  abrogate  the  teaching  of  the 
Koran,  or  modify  its  stern  dogmas;  not  all  the  waters 
of  old  ocean  can  wash  from  the  "Preserved  Book"  those 
revelations  which  degrade  one  half  of  our  humanity-- 
womankind,  which  gave  their  sanction  to  slavery,  and 
exclude  all  hope  of  advancement  in  morals  and  law. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

FEATURES  IN  THE  HISTORICAL  RECORD  OF  MOHAMMEDAN- 
ISM WHICH  ARE  COMPATIBLE  WITH  THE  SUPPOSITION  THAT 
MOHAMMED  WAS  AN  ENLIGHTENED  TEACHER. 

In  Chapter  I it  was  pointed  out  that  Mohammed  was 
a messenger  of  truth  and  a benefactor  to  his  country- 
men, in  substituting  for  their  gross  idolworship  a 
purer  faith.  The  inhuman  practice  of  infanticide  was 
banished;  and  in  son®  respects  the  conditions  of  women 
and  children,  in  regard  to  their  inheritance  were  a- 
meliorated.  We  further  saw,  how  through  evil  and  good 
report,  under  mockery  and  persecution  he  persevered  with 
unfaltering  steps  in  winning  his  countrymen  to  a better 
life,  and  a more  spiritual  belief.  For  these  things 
he  deserves  all  honour,  especially  when  we  remember 
that  he  dwelt  in  a light  so  much  brighter  than  the  thick 
darkness  around  him.  He  no  doubt  served  his  generation 
well  and  was  the  finest  and  noblest  public  character  of 
his  day.  Never  before  had  there  been  sent  to  the 
Meccans  a prophet,  it  now  came  to  their  turn:  they  were 
now  to  have  the  great  privilege  of  being  the  people  of 
Allah:  and  of  being  the  kindred  of  the  prophet  of  Allah. 

One  of  the  features  in  the  historical  record  of 
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Mohammedanisra  which  might,  be  cited  as  showing  that 
Mohammed  was  an  enlightened  teacher--is  the  fact  that 
he  brought  about  in  Arabia  before  his  death  a united 
nation.  To  do  this  he  founded  a political  system  of 
an  entirely  new  and  peculiar  character.  He  brought 
about  the  overthrow  of  the  old  system  of  government  in 
his  native  city,  and  in  place  of  the  tribal  aristocracy 
under  which  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  was  shared  in 
common  by  the  ruling  families,  he  substituted  an  abso- 
lute theocratic  monarchy,  with  himself  at  the  head  as 
vicar  of  God  upon  earth.  Consequently  before  his 
death  almost  all  Arabia  had  submitted  to  him:  Arabia 
that  had  never  before  obeyed  one  prince,  suddenly  ex- 
hibits a political  unity  and  swears  allegiance  to  the 
will  of  an  absolute  ruler.  And  so,  out  of  the  numer- 
ous tribes,  big  and  small,  of  a hundred  different  kinds 
that  were  incessantly  at  feud  with  one  another,  Moham- 
med's word  created  a nation.  Only  one  great  idea  could 
have  produced  this  result,  viz.  the  principle  of  nation- 
al life  in  heathen  Arabia.  The  great  work  succeeded, 
and  when  Mohammed  died  there  prevailed  over,  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  Arabia,  a peace  of  God  such  as  the  Arab 
tribes,  with  their  love  of  plunder  and  revenge,  had 
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Alongside  of  this  political  system  there  was  de- 
veloped a religious  system.  It  was  Mohammed's  desire 
to  found  a new  religion,  and  in  this  he  was  also  suc- 
cessful. At  first  his  only  wish  was  to  convert  his 
fellow  countrymen  to  the  belief  in  the  one  God--Allah-- 
but  with  it,  as  we  have  seen  he  overthrew  the  old  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  constructed  a new  one.  The  idea 
of  one  common  religion,  under  one  common  head  bound  the 
different  tribes  together  into  one  political  organism, 
which  developed  its  peculiar  characteristics,  with  sur- 
prising rapidity.  There  grew  up  then  in  Arabia  a 
strong  feeling  of  religious  unity. 

Again  the  introduction  into  Arab  society  of  a new 
principle  of  social  union,  in  the  brotherhood  of  Islam, 
weakened  the  binding  force  of  the  old  tribal  ideal. 

This  obliterated  clan  distinctions,  and  a common  religious 
life  took  the  place  of  ties  of  blood.  The  conversion 
of  an  individual  and  his  reception  into  the  new  society 
was  a breach  of  one  of  the  most  fundamental  laws  of  Arab 
life,  but  its  frequent  occurrence  helped  the  organization 
of  the  different  tribes.  The  Arab  tribes  were  thus  im- 
pelled to  give  in  their  submission  to  the  prophet,  no% 

merely  as  the  head  of  the  strongest  military  force  in 
Arabia,  but  as  the  exponent  of  a theory  of  social  life, 
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that  was  making  all  others  weak  and  ineffective.  In 
this  way  Islam  was  uniting  together  clans  that  hither- 
to had  been  continually  at  feud  with  one  another,  and  as 
this  great  confederacy  grew,  it  more  and  more  attracted 
to  itself  the  weaker  among  the  tribes  of  Arabia.  Thus 
it  will  be  seen,  that  from  the  beginning,  Islam  bears 
the  stamp  of  a missionary  religion,  that  seeks  to  win 
the  hearts  of  men,  to  convert  them  and  persuade  them 
to  enter  the  brotherhood  of  the  faithful. 

4, 

A carful  study  of  Mohammedan  conquests  will  show 
us  that  it  is  quite  possible,  that  a large  measure  of 
the  success  of  Mohammed's  followers  after  his  death, 
was  due  to  the  marvellous  enthusiasm  that  had  its  roots 
in  their  religion  and  in  their  religion  alone.  They 
had  confidence  in  the  new  faith  and  its  promises  of  re- 
ward here  and  hereafter.  Doubtless  there  were  many  in 
whom  worldly  motives  obscured  these  loftier  views;  but 
still  it  was  the  faithful  few  who  set  the  tone  for  the 
society  as  a whole.  It  has  been  said  that  every  Moslem 
warrior  felt  himself  to  be  "The  sword  of  God."  Compar- 
ing what  they  now  were  with  what  they  were  in  the  times 
of  ignorance,  when  they  worshipped  dead  idols,  they  felt, 
that  they  had  been  brought  into  a new  spiritual  world,  and 

had  learned  what  was  the  glory  and  dignity  of  man,  namely, 


- 


. ' - - ' : 

.1  : J ■ t ' O •'  gfll  jiflif  :-SW  ffi£>i?I  W B X fi .t 

• t ’ • . ' ■ .• 

. 

a-  £?■•  '•  vtri  , i2nni^-?-:  ?■-•?  ■ -v  rti  ■ -..f  ,;•£»»?  ed  IIlw  .1 1 

nl-  + r:  so?  - ar * t no x? ilea  v*t 1 toi  pai  a lo  gmsle  ?i  .* 

e etc  . . • • 

S i 

'vorie  Hi  - *?jBr  jrnoo  n;»:  rrsrfO:'  1 j vbtr.*  r iifj'kao  .■• 

lo  eaif?  >;  - ; nsJ  < -ad  r ©I:  1bbo>.  ©;•  1;;  • ?t  *■  .te  14  en 
, ri.'tiiei  Rif;  a ©4 'la  Rne.-volio'i  r ! bstr^sd'H  lo  aeooone  e t 
84oon  8 41  -d  1 .;•'  ^ayj;?-,T  'of1  xfoij.evaam  s.U  o*t  eub  asm 

- a fo  eaelmoaq  e*ti  bna  rb+ial  *sn  ed4  ni  eonebilnoo  bad 
nl  e . : : 

ti/cf  • r vQlv  ri9i.tloJ  or  + b a iuob do  f,a\  „ torn  v.jimov  mod*- 
3d.l  tu"x  vnol  e:M  vtsc  o;iw  val.  f if Irf.tlal  &ri4  .tl  Hite 

- < •-  ' * . ' • . • v ' 9 ' ..  - 

1 • 

8©n--i«t  ©rfJ  ni  o-t  • '*  1 t . \»  » von  vai.t  ,t  ..v  .•■  t r 

j 

bn  • • ’ - ‘ ©ni  ■ . bi  • •• 

'Vlomea  tam  io  bas  xiol$  erf  4 asw  ^ erf ^ b©nrt«©I  bad 


-47- 


to  be  the  servant  of  the  one  God,  maker  and  ruler  of 
all.  Such  servants  they  believed  themselves  to  be, 
whose  office  it  was  to  proclaim  His  power:  themselves 
submitting  and  compelling  others  to  submit  to  his  will. 
Here  was  a great  truth  that  had  taken  possession  of  a 
multitude  of  souls.  No  wonder  that,  in  the  strength 
of  this,  innumerable  tribes  which  had  hitherto  done 
little  but  mutually  bite  and  devour  one  another,  were 
knit  together  into  a nation,  and  the  worshippers  of  a 
thousand  discordant  falsehoods,  into  a society  which 
bore  some  sort  of  similitude  to  a church. 

Another  feature  we  should  not  forget,  is  the  ser- 
vice Mohammedanism  has  rendered  to  humanity,  in  keep- 
ing the  sublime  truth  of  the  unity  of  God  before  the 
eyes  of  the  heathen  world,  steeped  in  idolatry. 
Throughout  all  the  ages,  since  Islam  first  appeared  in 
Arabia  until  now,  never  for  one  moment  have  the  faith- 
ful ceased  to  believe  or  to  teach  that,  "There  is  no 
God  but  God."  The  Moslem  conception  of  God  has  been 

infinitely  better  than  that  of  the  heathen  although  it 

♦ 

may  fall  short  of  the  Christian  conception. 

We  must  ever  remember  that  the  mission  of  Mohammed- 
anism to  this  world,  has  been  to  declare  and  maintain 
the  unity  of  God.  It  was  a grand  truth  that  Mohammed 
saw,  and  he  seized  it  and  taught  that  "there  is  no  God 
but  God."  This  truth  was  the  power  that  enabled 
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Islaraism  in  the  early  days  of  her  career  to  carry  all 
before  her.  The  dogma  of  the  unity  of  God  has  always 
been  proclaimed  with  a grandeur,  a majesty,  an  invaria- 
ble purity,  and  with  a note  of  sure  conviction,  which 
it  is  hard  to  find  surpassed  outside  the  pale  of  Islam. 
This  idea  has  been  emphasised  by  the  missionaries,  and 
has  no  doubt  made  possible  the  success  of  Mohammedanism. 
The  monotheism  of  the  prophet's  teaching,  has  also  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  success. 

In  matters  of  faith  the  creed  of  the  Mohammedans 
make  responsibility  rest  on  the  individual  believer. 
There  is  no  intermediary  between  the  Moslem  and  his  God, 
the  responsibility  of  his  personal  salvation  rests  upon 
himself  alone.  For  this  reason  he  becomes  more  strict 
and  careful  in  the  performance  of  his  religious  duties, 
he  takes  more  trouble  to  learn  the  doctrines  and  observ- 
ances of  his  faith,  and  becomes  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  them  himself. 

The  influence  of  the  devout  lives  of  the  followers 
of  Islam  is  also  a praise-worthy  feature.  Men  have 
been  accustomed  to  look  upon  Islam  as  a cloak  for  all 
kinds  of  vice,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  in  earlier 
times  many  Christians  who  have  come  in  contact  with  a 
living  Moslem  society  have  been  profoundly  impressed 
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by  the  virtues  exhibited  therein. 

We  are  told,  that  in  social  reform,  policy,  edu- 
cation, and  all  the  ideals  of  democracy,  educated 
Moslems  are  our  allies,  and  not  our  enemies.  They 
are  as  anxious  as  are  the  missionaries  for  the  uplift- 
ing and  enlightenment  of  the  masses,  although  their 
efforts  are  spasmodic.  They  are  not  unconscious  of  the 
need  for  this  uplifting  and  enlightenment . Most  of 
them  are  ardent  admirers  of  much  that  they  consider  the 
best  in  Western  civilization.  But  unfortunately,  too 
few  of  their  number  are  ready  for  a life  of  self-denying 
service  to  help  others  reach  the  goal  which  they  admire. 

Finally,  another  feature  in  the  history  of  Moham- 
medanism, that  ought  to  be  mentioned  and  one  that  is 
most  commendable,  is  the  attitude  taken  by  Mohammed  to 
the  drink  traffic.  The  prophet  sanctioned  the  national 
prohibition  of  liquors.  On  the  qastion  of  the  drink 
traffic  J.  J.  Pool  makes  the  following  remark,  "I  believe 
it  would  be  a good  thing  for  Christendom,  if  we  could, 
as  a matter  of  policy,  imitate  Moslems  in  the  utter  con- 
demnation of  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  The  gain 

in  morality  would  be  greater  than  the  loss  in  wealth." 
(Studies  in  Mohammedanism,  p.  411) 

We  are  informed  that  wine  of  any  kind  is  strictly 
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forbidden  by  the  Moslem  law,  and  no  distinction  is 
made  in  the  punishment  of  a wine-drinker  and  a drunk- 
ard. "If  a Moslem  drink  wine,  and  two  witnesses 
testify  to  his  having  done  so,  or  if  his  breath  smell 
of  wine,  or  if  he  shall  himself  confess  to  having  tak- 
en wine,  or  if  he  be  found  in  a state  of  intoxication, 
he  shall  be  beaten  with  eighty  stripes,  or  in  the  ca3e 
of  a slave,  with  forty  stripes."  (Hughes  Dictionary  of 
Islam,  p.  100)  George  Sale  (in  the  Preliminary  Dis- 
course to  the  Koran,  p.  95)  makes  this  statement  in  the 
use  of  wine  by  Moslems;  "The  drinking  of  wine,  under 
which  name  all  sorts  of  strong  and  inebriating  liquors 
are  comprehended,  is  forbidden  in  the  Koran  in  more 
places  than  one  . ^ Some  indeed  have  imagined  that  ex- 
cess therein  is  only  forbidden  and  that  the  moderate 
use  of  wine  is  allowed  by  two  passages  in  the  same 

O 

book,  but  the  more  received  opinion  is,  that  to  drink 
any  strong  liquors,  either  in  a lesser  quantity  or  in 
a greater,  is  absolutely  unlawful:  and  though  libertines 
indulge  themselves  in  a contrary  practice,  yet  the  more 
conscientious  are  so  strict,  especially  if  they  have  per 
formed  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  that  they  hold  it  un- 
lawful not  only  to  taste  wine,  but  to  press  grapes  for 
the  making  of  it,  to  buy  or  to  sell  it,  or  even  to  main- 
tain themselves  with  the  money  acruing  by  the  sale  of 
that  liquor." 

1 Koran , Sale,  pp.  23,  84. 

2 Ibid.  pp.  23,  200. 
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From  the  references  in  the  Koran  it  would  seem 
that  Mohammed  prohibited  the  drinking  of  wine  for  the 
following  reasons:  viz.  because  the  bad  qualities  of 
that  liquor  surpass  its  good  ones,  the  common  effects 
from  it  being  quarrels  and  disturbances  in  company,  and 
neglect,  or  at  least  indecencies,  in  the  performance  of 
religious  duties.  These  reasons  are  comparable  with 
those  of  the  Levitical  law  which  forbade  the  priests 
to  drink  wine  or  strong  drink  when  they  entered  the 
tabernacle . 

Although  some  of  Mohammed’s  followers  have  not 
rigidly  adhered  to  this  duty  of  total  abstinence,  we 
learn  that  the  most  devout  persons  of  his  own  tribe 
followed  his  example.  "The  Persians',’  it  is  said, 

"as  well  as  Turks  are  very  fond  of  wine;  and  if  one 
asks  them  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  they  venture  to 
drink  it,  when  it  is  so  directly  forbidden  by  their 
religion,  they  answer,  that  it  is  with  them  as  with 
the  Christians,  whose  religion  prohibits  drunkenness 
and  whoredom  as  great  sins,  and  who  glory,  notwit.hstand 
ing,  some  in  debauching  girls  and  married  women,  and 
others  in  drinking  to  excess."  (Koran,  Sale,  p.  96) 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

FEATURES  WHICH  CARRY  A CONTRARY  CONCLUSION. 

We  have  already  seen  how  Mohammed  arose  in  a 
barbarous  country,  and  with  no  human  aid  so  great  as 
his  own  indomitable  will,  abolished  the  outward  ex- 
pression of  a cherished  idolatry  in  his  native  land, 
bowed  to  himself  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and 
finally  gave  to  the  world  that  creed  which  has  exer- 
cised so  tremendous  an  influence  on  its  destiny.  No 
one  can  fail  to  see  elements  of  power  and  human  great- 
ness in  the  man,  elements  of  power  which  compel  our 
wonder  if  not  our  admiration:  but  in  that  Islam  which 
he  founded  history  recognizes  in  its  ultimate  effects, 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  has  afflicted  humanity 
arising  both  from  its  hostility  to  the  purer  faith  of 
Christianity  and  from  its  essential  antagonism  to  the 
progress  of  civilization  and  truth,  Hence  in  our  re- 
view of  the  historical  record  of  Mohammedanism  we  will 
.inevitably  meet  with  many  features  that  are  not  consist- 
ent with  the  assumption  that  Mohammed  was  an  enlightened 
teacher. 

Among  the  features  which  may  be  cited  as  indicating 
that  the  prophet  was  not  an  enlightened  teacher,  were 
the  methods  used  both  by  himself  and  his  successors  in 
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securing  converts.  According  to  some  authorities, 
the  earliest  method  of  propagation  was  by  persuasion, 
sowing  the  seed,  to  use  the  gospel  simile,  yet  not 
carelessly  like  the  sower  of  the  parable,  but  on  soil 
which  showed  some  sign  of  receptiveness.  In  the  eighth 
year  of  his  flight  Mohammed  addressed  a manifesto  to  the 
world,  demanding  the  submission  of  all  mankind  to  Islam. 
Islam  from  that  time  onwards  was  in  the  main  propagated 
by  the  sword,  for  even  where  the  conquered  were  not  com- 
pelled to  adopt  it,  they  were  reduced  by  the  rejection 
of  it  to  a tributary  caste. 

Just  before  his  death  Mohammed  found  that  part  of 
the  world  had  accepted  him  as  the  prophet  of  Allah,  and 
a part  had  not.  He  felt  that  it  was  his  right  to  de- 
mand the  obedience  of  all  and  to  proceed  against  them 
if  they  rejected  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
proceeding  along  these  lines,  that  is  along  the  lines 
of  a missionary  propaganda.  But  after  his  death  a change 
entered  into  all  the  aspects  of  l3lam  development.  Moham- 
med was  no  longer  there  to  guide  the  enforcement  of  his 
own  claims,  and  to  dictate  the  treatment  of  those  who 
obstinately  opposed  the  truth,  whether  as  individuals 
or  as  states.  So  his  successors  had  to  develop  a theory 
of  their  own  on  the  subject  and  to  work  out  in  practice, 
a set  of  regulations.  And,  so,  for  a long  time  the 
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question  was  to  regulate  the  relation  of  the  non- 
Moslem  to  the  Moslem.  But  the  great  automatic  wave 
of  conquest  which  had  over-flowed  the  population  of 
Arabia  gradually  advanced,  and  it  was  felt  that  the 
armies  of  Allah  and  his  prophet  had  to  go  on  until 
the  world  was  subdued  to  the  new  faith.  Consequently 
there  developed  a state  of  war  with  all  non-Moslem 
countries.  The  alternative  offered  a state  at  that 
time  was,  the  Koran  or  the  sword-- join  the  Moslem 
confederacy  or  fight.  But  to  an  individual  the  alter- 
native was  the  Koran  or  tribute--become  a Moslem  citizen 
or  by  payment  of  certain  taxes,  become  a protected  resi- 
dent or  non-citizen.  Hence  we  see  that  those  who  thus 
saved  their  religion  and  their  lives  had  no  rights  as 
citizens:  they  had  only  a certain  protection  guaranteed 
to  them  by  treaty:  their  property  and  lives  were  assured 
on  the  payment  of  certain  taxes.  But  the  names  given 
these  taxes  suggest  the  status  of  the  non-citizens. 

There  was  poll-tax  called  'Jizya'  which  means  "ransom,” 
and  beside  this  there  was  the  property  tax  called  "Xharaj" 
which  meant  the"revenue"  which  a master  drew  from  the 
laborer  or  slave.  The  development  of  this  military 
system  or  caste  was  a simple  matter.  The  number  of 
Arab  Moslems  was  limited  and  these  were  retained  as  an 
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army  to  fight  in  the  path  of  Allah.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  acquire  estates  nor  to  settle  in  the  conquered 
lands.  The  original  inhabitants  were  to  retain  their 
landed  property,  but  were  forced  to  pay  large  taxes  to 
the  3tate,  which  taxes  filled  the  treasury  that  supported 
the  Moslem  army.  Outside  of  Arabia  that  army  was  to  be 
a military,  non-landed,  non-productive  caste  and  supported 
by  the  non-Moslem  population.  Nof*  non-Moslem  was  allowed 
to  live  in  Arabia,  for  that  was  the  country  of  the  people 
whom  Allah  had  honoured  by  sending  from  their  midst  the 
latest  and  greatest  of  the  prophets.  Further,  when  a 
non-Moslem  embraced  Islam,  he  no  longer  paid  the  poll-tax, 
his  land  was  taken  and  distributed  among  his  former  follow- 
ers, who  had  to  cultivate  it  and  pay  the  tax  on  it,  and 
he  himself,  as  a member  now  of  the  dominant  caste,  was 
supported  from  the  Moslem  treasury.  This  land  tax  became 
so  heavy  that  many  abandoned  their  property  and  embraced 
Islam  and  in  time  this  led  to  the  complete  break  down  of 
the  system.  It  may  be  well  to  further  state  that  the 
Moslem  state  on  one  side  inherited  the  traditions  that 
Islam  was  a conquering  force,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  subdue  the  world  to  the  true  faith  of  Allah;  only 
when  that  was  accomplished  could  there  be  peace.  It  is 
significant  to  note  in  this  connection  that  canon  law 
divides  the  whole  world  into  two — "Abode  of  Islam"  and 
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"Abode  of  War” --where  Islam  was  not  there  was  war. 

And  this  attitude  of  mind  belongs  permanently  to  Islam. 

J.  J.  Pool  states  that  "The  feeling  amongst  Moslems  has 
been  and  is,  that  they  are  the  chosen  of  Allah,  that 
they  are  the  appointed  instruments  of  God  to  bring  all 
men,  even  by  the  power  of  the  sword,  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  only  true  faith.  Consequently  woe  be  to  the  indi- 
viduals, communities,  or  nations,  that  will  not  listen 
to  the  call  to  accept,  Islaraism  with  all  its  forms  and 
ceremonies."  (Studies  in  Mohammedanism,  p.  364)  There 
is  little  wonder  that  the  rising  generations  like  the 
preceding  generations  in  Islam,  regard  the  world  with 
eyes  of  envy  and  hate,  when  we  remember  that  such  a 
prayer  as  the  following  is  put  into  the  mouths  of  boys 
and  girls  when  still  quite  young.  Lane  translates  the 
prayer  thus:  "0  God,  destroy  the  infidels  and  polytheists, 
thine  enemies,  the  enemies  of  Islam.  0 God,  make  their 
offspring  orphans,  defile  their  abodes,  cause  their  feet 
to  slip,  and  give  them  and  their  families,  and  their 
children,  and  their  possessions,  and  their  race,  and  their 
wealth  and  their  land  as  booty  to  the  Moslems."  Mohammed 
himself  claimed  this  world  as  his  Kingdom,  and  his  ser- 
vants fought  for  him  with  this  understanding,  and  they 
have  long  prevailed  in  Arabia  and  adjoining  countries. 
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The  choice  of  "Islam  tribute  or  the  sword,"  solemnly 
pronounced  by  himself,  and  offered  in  his  own  day  by  his 
lieutenants,  has  been  the  rule  of  his  empire  ever  since. 
The  martyrs  of  Islam  are  her  warriors  slain  on  the  battle- 
field, fighting  the  enemies  of  their  prophet,  generally 
an  aggressive  warfare.  How  different  from  the  Apostles 
who  were  hailed  before  kings  and  rulers  for  the  Master’s 
sake,  and  who  shed  their  blood  for  faith  in  his  name. 

There  have  been  two  other  methods  of  acquiring 
converts  in  the  historical  record  of  Mohammedanism  that 
may  be  briefly  mentioned  here,  and  which  may  serve  to 
show  how  inconsistent  the  methods  of  the  Mohammedans  are 
with  the  idea  that  the  prophet  was  an  enlightened  teacher. 
One  of  these  methods  in  more  recent  years  has  been  the 
purchase  of  children,  said  to  be  frequently  done  in  China, 
when  districts  have  been  impoverished  by  plague  or  famine. 
Some  authorities  say  that  as  many  as  10,000  children  have 
been  bought  on  a single  day,  for  the  sake  of  replenishing 
the  Moslem  ranks.  Another  method  that  is  not  very  dis- 
similar was  the  forcible  seizure  of  young  Christians, 
whereby  the  Ottomans  made  up  their  cohorts  of  janissaries. 
Children,  were  taken  as  tribute  by  the  Abbasia  Caliphs 
from  Turkeystan,  and  purchased  from  various  tribes  for 
the  bodyguard  of  the  Egyptian  Sultans.  How  different 
these  methods  are  from  those  of  the  followers  of  the 
prophet  of  Nazareth.  Their  method  was  to  fill  their 
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ranks  with  men  and  women  who  out  of  precept  and  example 
voluntarily  became  followers  of  the  Christian  faith. 

A second  feature  we  might  adduce  as  proof  that 
Mohammed  was  not  an  enlightened  teacher,  is  the  barba$, 
rous  institution  of  Polygamy  and  servile  concubinage 
which  he  founded  or  established.  Mohammed  allowed 
each  man  four  wives,  and  unlimited  slave-concubines. 

The  seclusion  of  women  i3  commanded,  the  husband  is  ex- 
pressly allowed  to  chastise  and  confine  them;  in  many 
cases  their  evidence  is  not  admitted,  and  when  it  is,  two 
women's  evidence  is  only  worth  that  of  one  man  I So 
long  as  half  the  millions  of  Islam  are  thus  degraded 
social  progress  is  impossible,  yet  the  degradation  rests 
on  the  express  commands  of  the  Koran.  The  evil  effects 
of  the  system  have  been  gravely  noted  by  every  imprac- 
tical observer,  and  it  may  be  here  remarked  that  Mohammed- 
an writers  on  ethics,  advocate  monogamy  on  moral  grounds 
as  strongly  as  Christian  writers  might. 

Polygamy  is  degrading  and  enslaving  to  women.  It 
touches  the  purity  and  virtue  of  the  family  tie;  the 
tone  and  vigour  of  the  dominant  classes  are  sapped;  the 
political  class  becomes  weak  and  languid,  excepting 
from  intrigue;  and  the  state  itself  too  often  crumbles 
to  pieces,  the  prey  of  a doubtful  and  contested  succession. 
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The  children  born  by  the  slave  to  her  proper-$ord  and 
master  are  legitimate,  and  as  such  share  in  the  inher- 
itance ; but  the  provision,  praiseworthy  in  itself,  af- 
fords but  an  additional  ground  for  division  in  the  house. 
To  all  this  must  be  added,  in  respect  of  the  married 
wives,  the  fatal  facility  of  divorce  and  re-marriage, 
which,  even  when  not  put  in  force,  exercises  a poten- 
tial influence  to  weaken  the  marriage  bond,  and  lower 
women  in  the  social  scale. 

The  ordinance  of  the  "veil"  with  the  correspond- 
ing restrictions  on  domestic  intercourse,  and  the  lia- 
bility of  women  to  chastisement  and  restraint,  cannot 
but  have  a rigorous,  and  depressing  effect  on  the  sex 
itself.  The  destructive  influence  of  this  is  manifest 
in  society  at  large,  for  woman,  with  all  her  bright  and 
softening  influences  is  removed  altogether  from  her 
position  in  the  outer  world.  Moslem  life  is  made  un- 
real and  morose,  and  a permanent  bar  is  placed  to  the 
advancement  and  refinement  even  of  the  other  sex.  The 
seclusion  of  women  was  imposed  by  Mohammed  as  a reli- 
gious duty.  And  we  have  seen  in  some  of  the  former 
chapters,  how  this  was  due  to  jealousy  and  selfishness, 
which  have  sacrificed  the  lives  of  thousands  and  the 
happiness  of  millions  throughout  the  world.  The  civi- 


lization of  the  Harem  without  emancipation  means  moral 
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suicide.  Only  Christ  can  emancipate  Moslem  womanhood, 
for  three-fourths  of  all  the  women  in  Western  Asia  are 
still  under  the  yoke  of  this  awful  creed,  suffering 
the  burden  of  tyranny  and  oppression. 

Slavery  is  another  feature  that  may  be  brought 
against  Mohammed  and  his  successors,  as  showing  that  the 
prophet  was  not  an  enlightened  teacher.  The  institution 
of  slavery  has  existed  from  time  immemorial  among  Moslems 
and  has  the  sanction  of  their  sacred  scriptures,  the  Ko- 
ran. When  Mohammed  became  the  prophet  of  Islam  slavery 
existed  amongst  the  Arabians,  and  though  he  seems  to  have 
had  little  sympathy  with  it  at  first  yet  he  did  not  de- 
nounce the  custom  and  only  sought  to  some  extent  to  mit- 
igate its  evils.  In  his  last  sermon  at  Mecca,  when 
closing  the  farewell  pilgrimage,  Mohammed  bade  his  fol- 
lowers treat  well  "their  wives  and  their  slaves."  State- 
ments are  found  in  the  Koran  to  the  effect  that  captives 
taken  in  war  are  the  lawful  property  of  those  who  capture 
them--property  that  might  be  either  kept,  given  away  or 
sold.  Hence  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Mohammedan 
countries  is  made  an  almost  impossible  task,  because  to 
do  so,  would  be  to  abrogate  a large  part  of  the  teaching 
of  the  Koran. 

As  regards  female  slaves  we  are  told  that  there  are 
more  of  these  than  male  slaves,  and  the  sanction  which 
the  Koran  gives  to  the  faithful  to  take  their  women  slaves, 
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as  concubines,  is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  slavery 
has  such  a hold  on  Moslems.  In  the  Koran  it  is  writ- 
ten: --"Take  in  marriage  of  such  women  as  please  you, 
two,  three  or  four,  and  not  more.  But  if  ye  fear  that 
ye  cannot  act  equitably  among  so  many,  marry  only  one, 
or  the  slaves  ye  shall  have  acquired."  Thus  we  see 
this  permission  granted  by  the  prophet  and  the  Koran 
to  add  to  the  one  wife  any  number  of  slave  girls,  opened 
not  only  the  flood-gates  of  vice,  to  Mohammedans,  but 
forged  a chain  of  iron  about  the  necks  of  slaves  that, 
has  made  slavery  an  enduring  national  institution  in 
Moslem  lands.  The  great  mistake  Mohammed  made  was  to 
sanction  slavery  at  all.  Attempts  to  modify  it,  did 
not  lessen  the  evils  and  vices  of  this  dreadful  insti- 
tution. 

The  supply  of  slaves  for  a number  of  years  was  ob- 
tained through  the  wars  which  the  Mohammedans  waged 
continuously.  Every  prisoner  was  a captive  to  be  re- 
deemed or  not  at  the  pleasure  of  the  victor.  As  a rule 
the  women  captives  were  never  ransomed,  but  retained 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  Harem.  J.  J.  Pool  says, 
"Moslems  will  have  slaves,  however,  and  when  white  races 
failed  them,  the  Persians  and  the  Turks  turned  their 
attention  to  dark  races  and  entered  upon  the  modern 
African  slave  trade,  which  has  assumed  such  proportions. 
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that  the  decimation  of  an  entire  continent  is  threatened." 
(Studies  in  Mohammedanism,  p.  388)  The  same  writer 
gives  a description  of  the  dreadful  cruelties  practiced 
by  the  slave  hunters  in  Africa.  "The  slave-hunts  are 
organized  in  three  regions:  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  on 
the  borders  of  the  upper  Nile,  and  on  the  coast  of  the 
Indian  Ocean.  The  Arabs  and  Turks  are  at  the  head  of 
such  expeditions.  The  plan  of  operations  is  usually 
to  surround  a village,  and  as  the  inhabitants  at  the 
first  sound  of  alarm  rush  out,  with  or  without  their 
spears  in  their  hands,  the  traders  shoot  them  down  as 
fast  as  they  can.  In  a few  minutes  the  struggle  is  over, 
and  the  men  being  killed  the  women  and  children  are  gath- 
ered into  a group... The  older  women  are  seized  and  brutal- 
ly murdered  on  the  spot,  while  the  younger  women  and  chil- 
dren are  tied  together  with  ropes,  some  having  in  addition 
a pole  forked  at  the  end,  and  then  they  are  driven  away 
on  the  long  journey  to  the  coast." 

The  sufferings  of  the  poor  slaves  are  frightful, 
from  hunger  and  thirst  and  weariness.  From  time  to 
time  one  of  the  miserable  falls  to  rise  no  more.  The 
slave  traders  often  flog  their  captives  to  make  them 
move  quickly;  when  this  does  not  have  effect  they  are 
killed  or  abandoned  without  pity  in  the  solitude.  The 
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Arabs  often  hang  the  exhausted  ones  and  their  route 
to  the  coast  can  sometimes  be  followed  by  those  fright- 
ful landmarks. 

"It  is  calculated  that  90,000  human  beings  are 
carried  off  every  year  in  Africa,  and  sold  into  slavery. 
And  this  figure  represents  but  a small  section  of  the 
evils  done  by  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  for  it  is 
computed  that  for  one  slave  that  arrives  at  the  slave 
market  ten  are  slain  in  the  first  attack  on  the  village 
or  die  by  the  way.  Thus  we  reach  the  swful  total  of 
900,000  souls,  that  are  the  victims,  yearly,  of  this 
infamous  traffic  in  human  beings,  and  all  to  gratify 
the  selfish  and  sensual  passions  of  the  followers  of 
the  Prophet  of  Islam.  Verily,  Mohammedans  have  much 
to  answer  for  to  God  in  this  matter  of  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade'."  (Studies  in  Mohammedans,  p.  390) 
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CliAPTER  VII. 

CONCLUSIONS  REACHED. 

While  Mohammed's  private  character  has  been  severely 
attacked  in  some  of  the  preceding  chapters,  and  while 
Christian  writers  have  pronounced  harsh  judgment  upon 
his  private  life  and  the  means  he  employed  to  propagate 
his  religion,  yet  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  some 
modern  writers  place  a higher  estimate  upon  the  prophet 
of  Arabia.  It  would  be  unfair,  no  doubt,  to  reject  the 
Prophetic  mission  of  Mohammed  on  account  of  his  private 
vices  when  we  receive  as  inspired  the  sayings  of  a Balaam, 
a David  or  a Solomon.  Although  he  is  said  to  have  en- 
tertained an  excessive  passion  for  women  and  was  lustful, 
yet  the  fourteen  wives,  whom  from  first  to  last  he  married, 
and  his  eleven  concubines  might  compare  favourably,  by  the 
side  of  David's  six  wives  and  numerous  concub ines ( II  Sam. 

V.  13;  I Chron.  III.  1-9;  XIV.  3 );  Solomon's  seven  hun- 
dred wives  and  three  hundred  concubines  (I  Kings  X.  3) 
and  Rehoboam's  eighteen  wives  and  sixty  concubines  (II  Chron. 
XI.  21)  a plurality  expressly  forbidden  to  the  sovereign  of 

Israel,  who  was  commanded  not  to  multiply  wives  to  himself. 
(Deut.  XVII.  17) 

And,  again,  while  we  pronounce  judgment  upon  Mohammed 
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for  his  sanction  and  practice  of  polygamy  when  judging 
him  in  the  light  of  our  present  day  Christian  standards 
and  ideals  , it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  was  not 
far,  if  anything,  beneath  certain  of  his  contemporaries 
in  the  Christian  Church,  and  among  certain  Jewish  sects. 
Sale  remarks,  "It  must  be  considered  that  polygamy,  tho 
it  be  forbidden  by  the  Christian  religion,  was  in  Moham- 
med's time  frequently  practised  in  Arabia  and  other  parts 
of  the  East,  and  was  not  counted  an  immorality,  nor  was 
a man  worse  esteemed  on  that  account;  for  which  reason 
Mohammed  permitted  the  plurality  of  wives,  with  certain 
limitations,  among  his  own  followers,  who  argue  for  the 
lawfulness  of  it  from  several  reasons,  and  particularly 
from  the  examples  of  persons  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have 
been  good  men;  some  of  whom  have  been  honoured  with  the 
divine  correspondence.  The  several  laws  relating  to 
marriages  and  divorces  and  the  peculiar  privileges  granted 
to  Mohammed  in  his  Koran,  were  almost  all  taken  by  him 
from  the  Jewish  decisions;  and  therefore  he  might  think 
those  institutions  the  more  just  and  reasonable,  as  he 
found  them  practised  or  approved  by  the  professors  of  a 
religion  which  was  confessedly  of  divine  origin."  (The 
Preliminary  Discourse,  Koran,  p.  31)  Carlyle  says, 

"The  indulgences,  criminal  to  us,  which  he  permitted, 
were  not  of  his  appointment;  he  found  them  practised. 
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unquest  ioned  from  immemorial  time  in  Arabia;  what  he 
did  was  to  curtail  them,  restrict  them,  not  on  one 
but  on  many  sides."  (heroes  and  Hero  Worship,  p.  70) 
Again,  if  we  were  to  consider  Mohammedan,  and 
his  religion  in  the  light  of  historical  research,  we 
may  come  to  different  conclusions  than, when  isolating 
him,  and  the  religion  which  he  founded,  from  the  histor- 
ical background  of  his  native  country.  To  rightly  es- 
timate the  prophet  and  his  work  we  should, no  doubt,  take 
into  consideration  all  the  influences,  facts,  and  the 
social  conditions  of  the  Semetic  races  of  his  time  and 
prior  to  his  time.  Without  due  considera t ion  of  these 
things  we  may  be  driven  to  arrive  at  false  conclusions 
of  the  prophet  and  his  religious  movement.  The  state 
of  Christianity  and  particularly  that  of  the  Eastern 
Churches,  and  of  Judaism  at  the  time  of  Mohammed's  ap- 
pearance, ought  to  be  considered,  for  it  must  have  had 
something  to  do  with  determining  the  methods  taken  by 
the  prophet  in  establishing  his  religion.  If  we  con- 
sult the  ecclesiastical  historians,  even  from  the  third 
century,  we  shall  find  the  Christian  world  to  have  had, 
then,  a very  different  aspect  from  what  some  authors 
have  represented.  Sale,  in  commenting  on  the  state  of 
Christianity  says,  "So  far  from  being  endued  with  active 
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graces,  zeal,  and  devotion,  and  established  within  itself 
with  purity  of  doctrine,  union,  and  firm  profession  of 
faith,  that  on  the  contrary,  what  by  the  ambition  of  the 
clergy,  and  what  by  drawing  the  abstrusest  niceties  into 
controversy,  and  dividing  and  subdividing  about  them  into 
endless  schisms  and  contentions,  they  had  so  destroyed  that 
peace,  love , and  charity  from  among  them,  which  the  gospel 
was  given  to  promote;  and  instead  thereof,  continually 
provoked  each  other  to  that  malice,  rancour,  and  every 
evil  work;  that  they  had  lost  the  whole  substance  of  their 
religion,  while  they  thus  eagerly  contended  for  their  own 
imaginations  concerning  it;  and  in  a manner  quite  drove 
Christianity  out  of  the  world  by  those  very  controversies 
in  which  they  disputed  with  each  other  about  it.  In 
these  dark  ages  it  was  that  most  of  those  superstitions 
and  corruptions  we  now  justly  abhor  in  the  Ghurch  of 
Rome  were  not  only  broached,  but  established;  ’"hich 
gave  great  advantages  to  the  propagation  of  Mohammedanism. 
The  worship  of  saints  and  images,  in  particular,  was  then 
arrived  at  such  a scandalous  pitch,  that  it  even  surpassed 
whatever  is  now  practised  among  Romanists."  (Koran,  p.  25, 
The  Preliminary  Discourse  to  the  Koran,  Sale) 

Even  after  the  Nicene  Council,  the  Eastern  Church 
engaged  in  perpetual  controversies  and  torn  to  pieces 
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by  the  disputes  of  the  Arians,  Sabellians  Nestorians, 
and  Eutychians ; and  hence,  " to  support  themselves  by 
dependents  and  bribery,  the  clergy  in  any  credit  at 
court  undertook  the  protection  of  some  officer  in  the 
army,  under  the  colour  of  which  justice  was  publicly 
sold,  and  all  corruption  encouraged."  (Prelimary  Dis- 
course to  Koran,  Sale,  p.  26)  We  further  learn  from 
Church  historians  that  things  grew  worse  and  in  the 
time  of  Just inian ,"( Koran , p.  926)  who,  not  to  be  be- 
hind the  bishops  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  centuries  in 
zeal,"  did  not  consider  it  a crime  to  condemn  to  death 
a man  of  a different  religion  from  his  own.  Hence 
while  we  may  boast  that  the  Christian  Religion  has 
propagated  itself  peaceably  in  the  way  of  preaching 
and  conviction,  yet  we  do  not  find  of  the  Christian 
Religion  that  it  always  disclaimed  the  sword,  for 
Charlemagne's  conversion  of  the  Saxons  was  not  by  preach 
ing,  but  by  the  sword;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 
Christian  emperor  Constantine. 

This  corruption  of  doctrine  and  morals  in  the 
princes  and  clergy  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the 
consequent  general  depravity  of  the  people,  may  have 
given  Mohammed  a handle  to  attack  some  of  the  doctrines 

and  practices  of  the  Christian  Church  and  favoured  the 
designs  which  he  later  adopted.  It  is  to  be  said  to 
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the  prophet's  credit,  that  he  at  least  sought  to  weed 
out  the  corruptions  and  superstitions  which  the  Jews 
and  Christians  had,  as  he  thought,  introduced  into  their 
religion  and  to  reduce  it  to  its  original  purity,  which 
consisted  chiefly  in  the  worship  of  one,  only  God,  as 
over  against  the  notion  that  there  were  two  Gods  beside 
the  Father,  viz.  Christ  and  the  Virgin  Mary. 


Probably  the  damage  done  Mohammed  to  Christian- 

ity has  been  due  rather  to  his  ignorance  than  malice; 
for  his  great  misfortune  was,  his  not  having  a competent 
knowledge  of  the  real  and  pure  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
religion,  which  was  in  his  time  so  abominably  corrupted, 
that  it  is  not  surprising  if  he  went  too  far,  and  resolved 
to  abolish  what  he  might  think  incapable  of  reformation. 

That  Mohammed  had  a right  to  take  up  arms  for  his 
own  defence  against  his  unjust  persecutors,  may  doubtless 
be  allowed;  for  we  know  how  he  and  his  followers  were 
persecuted  and  driven  from  Mecca,  and  how  he  himself  was 
driven  to  provide  for  the  security  of  his  companions  as 
well  as  his  own,  by  an  offensive  and  defensive  league 
which  he  concluded  with  the  people  of  Medina:  but  whether 
he  ought  afterwards  to  have  made  use  of  that  means  for 
the  establishment  of  his  religion  is  a question  on  which 
mankind  are  not  agreed.  The  method  of  converting  by 
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the  sword,  however,  gives  no  very  favourable  idea  of 
the  faith  which  is  so  propagated,  whether  that  faith 
be  Christian  or  non-Christian,  However  to  condemn 
the  prophet  outright  for  his  use  of  the  sword  in  propa- 
gating hi3  religion  and  his  sanction  of  Polygamy,  with- 
out taking  into  account  his  own  personal  merits  and 
those  of  his  religious  movement,  would  be  arriving  at 
rather  hasty  conclusion;  for  "by  a fortune  absolutely 
unique  in  history,  Mohammed  is  a threefold  founder-- 
of  a nation,  of  an  empire,  and  of  a religion.  Illiterate 
himself  scarcely  able  to  read  or  write  he  was  yet  the  au- 
thor of  a Book  which  is  a poem,  a code  of  laws , a Book  of 
common  prayer,  and  a Bible  in  one,  and  is  reverenced  to 
this  day  by  a s^xth  of  the  whole  human  race  as  a miracle 
of  purity  of  style,  of  wisdom,  and  of  truth.  It  was 
the  one  miracle  claimed  by  Moharamed--his  standing  miracle, 
he  called  it:  and  a miracle  indeed  it  is."  (Bosworth  Smith, 
Mohammed  and  Mohammedanism,  p.  341)  The  same  writer  eu- 
logises Mohammed  in  the  following  manner,  "Mohammed  did 
not  indeed,  himself  conquer  a world  like  Alexander,  or 
Napoleon,  He  did  not  himself  weld  together  into  a homo- 
geneous whole  a vast  system  of  states  like  Charles  the 
He  was  not  a philosophic  King,  like  Marcus 
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Aurelius,  nor  philosopher  like  Aristotle  or  like  Bacon, 
ruling  by  pure  reason  the  world  of  thought  for  centuries 
with  more  than  a kingly  power;  he  was  not  a legislator 
for  all  mankind,  nor  even  the  highest  part  of  it,  like 
Justinian,  nor  did  he  cheaply  earn  the  title  of  the 
Great,  by  being  the  first  among  rulers  to  turn,  like 
C onstant  inq,e , from  the  setting  to  the  rising  sun,  he  was 
not  a universal  philanthropist,  like  the  greatest  of  the 
Stoics.  Nor  was  he  the  apostle  of  the  highest  form  of 
religion  and  civilization  combined,  like  Gregory  or  Boni- 
face, like  Leo  or  Alfred  the  Great.  He  was  less,  indeed, 
than  most  of  these  in  one  or  two  of  the  elements  that  go 
to  make  up  human  greatness,  but  he  was  also  greater.  Half 
Christian  and  half  pagan,  half  civilized  and  half  barbarian, 
it  was  given  to  him  in  a marvelous  degree  to  unite  the 
peculiar  excellences  of  the  one,  with  the  peculiar  excel- 
lences of  the  other.  " I have  seen,"  said  the  ambassador, 
sent  by  the  triumphant  Iuraish  to  the  deppised  exile  at 
Medina. --"I  have  seen  the  Persian  Chosrose  and  the  Greek 
Heraclius  sitting  upon  their  thrones;  but  never  did  I 
see  a man  ruling  his  equals  as  does  Mohammed."  Head  of 
the  State  as  well  as  the  Church,  he  was  Caesar  and  Pope 
in  one;  but  he  was  pope  without  the  pope's  pretensions, 
Caesar  without  the  legions  of  Caesar,  without  a standing 
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army,  without  a fixed  revenue;  if  ever  any  man  had  the 
right  to  gay  that  he  ruled  by  a divine  right,  it  was 
Mohammed,  for  he  had  all  the  power  without  its  instru- 
ments, and  without  its  supports."  (Mohammed  and  Moham- 
medanism, p.  340) 

Before  concluding  it  may  be  well  to  ask,  and,  at- 
tempt to  answer  the  question.  Was  Mohammed  a Prophet? 
and  if  so,  in  what  sense?  In  reply  to  this  question, 
we  must  admit  that  Mohammed  at  least  had  two  of  the 
most  important  characteristics  of  the  prophetic  order, 
he  saw  truth  about  God  which  his  fellow-men  did  not  see, 
and  he  had  an  irresistible  inward  impulse  to  publish 
this  truth.  As  for  the  latter  qualification  Mohammed 
may  stand  comparison  with  the  most  courageous  of  the 
heroic  prophets  of  Israel.  He  denounced  with  no  less 
enthusiasm  and  courage  the  corruptions,  vices  and  idolatry 
which  he  found  practiced  by  his  people,  than  the  prophets 
Hosea  and  Amos  of  the  Old  Testament.  "For  the  truth’s 
sake,  he  risked  his  life,  he  suffered  daily  persecutions 
for  years,  and  eventually  banishment , the  loss  of  proper- 
ty, of  the  good  will  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  of  the 
confidence  of  his  friends.  He  suffered  in  short  as 
much  as  any  man  can  suffer  short  of  death,  which  he  only 
escaped  by  flight  and  yet  he  unflinchingly  proclaimed 
his  message."  (Marcus  Dodd’s  Mohammed,  Budda , and  Christ, 
p.  17) 
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Having  made  up  his  mind  that  he  was  called  of  God 
to  deliver  his  countrymen  from  superstition  and  idolatry, 
no  tribe,  threat  or  inducement  could  silence  him;  and 
he  declared  that  "though  they  array  against  me  the  sun 
on  the  right  hand,  and  the  moon  on  the  left,  I cannot 
renounce  my  purpose."  Doctor  Dodds  further  remarks: 

"It  was  this  persistency,  this  belief  in  his  call  to 
proclaim  the  unity  of  God,  which  was  the  making  of  Islam. 
Other  men  have  been  monotheists  in  the  midst  of  idolaters, 
but  no  other  man  has  founded  a strong  and  enduring  mon- 
otheistic religion.  Doubtless  that  which  made  Mohammed 
aggressive  and  proselytizing,  where  other  men  had  been 
content  to  cherish  a solitary  faith,  was  nothing  else 
than  the  depth  and  force  of  his  own  conviction  of  the 
truth.  To  himself  the  difference  between  one  God  and 
many,  between  the  unseen  creator  and  these  ugly  lumps  of 
stone  or  wood,  was  simply  infinite.  The  one  creed  was 
death  and  darkness  to  him,  the  other  life  and  light." 

"If  we  respect  the  shrinking  of  Isaiah  or  Jeremiah 
from  the  heavy  task  of  proclaiming  unwelcome  truth,  we 
must  also  respect  the  keen  sensitiveness  of  Mohammed 
who  was  so  burdened  by  this  same  responsibility  and  so 
persuaded  of  his  incompetency  for  the  tasty , that  at  tirae3 
he  thought  hi3  new  feelings  and  thoughts  were  a snare 
of  the  devil,  and  at  times  he  would  have  rid  himself  of 
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all  further  struggle  by  casting  himself  from  a friendly 
precipice."  (Mohammed  Budda  and  Christ,  p.  18) 

When  Mohammed  announced  himself  as  a prophet  of 
God,  in  the  first  instance,  he  was  not  only  sincere, 
but  was  in  all  probability  correct  in  the  sense  in  which 
he  himself  understood  it.  He  felt  that  he  had  thoughts 
of  God,  which  deeply  concerned  all  around  him  to  receive, 
and  he  believed  that  these  thoughts  were  given  him  by 
God,  although  as  we  have  seen  not  a revelation  strictly 
so  called.  It  would  seem  the  mistake  which  Mohammed 
made  lay,  not  in  his  supposing  himself  to  be  called  upon 
by  God  to  speak  for  Him,  and  introduce  a better  religion, 
but  it  lay  in  his  gradually  coming  to  insist  quite  as 
much  on  men's  accepting  him  as  a prophet,  as  on  their 
accepting  the  great  truth  which  he  preached.  On  the 
question  of  his  being  a prophet,  Bosworth  Smith  makes 
this  remarkable  statement;  "Mohammed  to  the  end  of  his 
life  claimed  for  himself  that  title  only  with  which  he 
had  begun,  and  which  the  highest  philosophy  and  the 
truest  Christianity  will  one  day,  I venture  to  believe, 
agree  in  yielding  to  him,  that  of  a prophet;  a very 
prophet  of  God."  (Mohammed  and  Mohammedanism,  p.  340) 

In  conclusion,  then,  it  seems  we  are  keeping  well 
within  bounds  of  the  general  opinion  of  recent  students 
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of  Mohammed  and  Mohammedanism  when  we  say,  that  in  so 
far  as  he  ameliorated  the  social  conditions  of  his  fel- 
low-countrymen, --in  delivering  them  from  gross  super- 
stition, the  practice  of  infanticide  and  moral  corrup- 
tion, and  bringing  about  a united  nation,  and  giving 
them  a monotheistic  faith,  a belief  in  the  unity  of 
God--in  so  far  was  he  a prophet  to  his  people;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  in  so  far  as  he  claimed  to  be  their 
guide  in  all  matters  of  religion  and  assuming  the  lord- 
ship  over  them  in  all  civic  matters,  in  so  far  did  he  lose 
sight  of  his  prophetic  function  or  vocation,  and  followed 
a course  of  action  that  has  been  so  severely  criticised 
by  certain  Christian  writers. 
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